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readers a 
Happy New 
~ Year... 


HERE’S a brave little girl 
to whom Spastics News 
wishes a very — special 
‘Happy New Year.’ Andrea 
aged four, of 
Walkeringham, near Don- 
caster, Yorkshire, has won 
55 prizes for riding in six 
months. Andrea is spastic 
and also had .one leg 


shorter than the other until 
she had a major operation 
on her hip at 18 months. 


She had both legs com- 

pletely encased in plaster 
for about four months, but 
almost as soon as_ the 
plaster was off she was 
riding her pony, Scroggy. 
Doctors were amazed at 
the rapid recovery of power 
in her leg muscles. 


Picture shows Andrea 
and her seven-year-old 
dapple pony, Scroggy, with 
some of the rosettes they 
haye won between them. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Neville Pyne and Daily Mail. 
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THERE was no room 
at the Christmas family 


party for some of the 


boys and girls at The 
Spastics Society 
schools, 

- Because of family diffi- 
culties or because they 
have been abandoned by 
their parents, they couldn’t 
go home for the holidays, 
so while their classmates 
joyfully looked forward to 
happy family gatherings, 
‘forgotten children’ 
were worried and uncer- 
tain. Would Christmas be 
spent among strangers, per- 


haps in a_ subnormality 
hospital? 
At Irton Hall School in 


Holmrook, Cumberland, three 
children unwanted by their 
parents, are in care. Said the 
headmaster, Mr John Nelson: 
‘We are always troubled about 
these three children at Christ- 
mas time, It is hard for them 
to know that their friends at 
school will be going to their 
own homes while where they 
are going is often uncertain 
until quite late in the year. It 
is possibly frightening for 
them to anticipate going some- 
where strange after the 
familiarity of their life at 
school. 


Fostering 

‘We do try to find foster 
parents for them through the 
local authorities and through 
social workers, but this is far 
from easy. One of the child- 
ren, eight-year-old Murray, for 
example, is grossly handi- 
capped and requires constant 
attention. He has to be fed 
and toileted and can do little 
for himself. However willing 
a foster mother may be in 
theory. when she learns of what 
is involved she frequently 
realises that she-cannot cope 
with what is needed, particu- 
larly at Christmas with the 
needs of her own family and 


Men 


AFTER a_ four-month 
internal inquiry following 
the death of a spastic 
employee, Cadbury- 
Schweppes has dismissed 
two workmen. They were 
escorted from the factory’s 


Birmingham premises by 


security police minutes 
alter being told of their 
sacking. 


At the beginning of Aug- 
ust, Dayid Stanley, a 
severely handicapped spas- 


tie working as a lift-opera- 


tor at the plant, disap- 
peared from home. His 
body was discovered in a 
near-by canal and follow- 
ing the discovery, his 


- into spastics death 


brother, Mr Henry Stanley, 
received a number ot 
anonymous letters and 
phone calls alleging that 
David had been subjected 
to harassment by fellow 
workmates. 

The allegations were so 
numerous and detailed that 
The Spastics Society pro- 
vided a solicitor to repre- 
sent the Stanley family at 
the inquest in September. 

The inquest jury heard 
evidence from Mr Ronald 
Windridge, a section mana- 
ger, that he had had to 
discipline two workmen 
after one of them had 
grabbed the dead man by 


ages 9 - 10 


MR Alfred Morris, MP, the 
Minister for the Disabled, 
announced in December that 
severely disabled children are 
fo get mobility allowance in 
the New Year. Claims for 
children in the 5-16 age group 
will be accepted from Janu- 


h coming for 


ary 12, and the first payments 
will be made in April. 


The Minister emphasised 
that the new allowance is pay- 
able to disabled. children in 
their own right, whether they 
are living at home or in a resi- 
dential arca. ‘We want every 
entitled child to receive the 
allowance from the outset on 
April 13, he said. 


the throat. The two work- 
men both gave evidence 
and one described the inci- 
dent as ‘harmless horse- 
play between two friends.’ 
The jury returned an open 
verdict on David, a 
bachelor aged 36, whose 


OR 


David Stanley 


death was due to drowning. 

A spokesman for Cad- 
bury - Schweppes _ stated: 
‘From the inquiry at the 
Coroner’s Court, we 
realised that these people 
had not been behaving as 
they should, As a result of 
our inquiry it. transpired 
that these two men had 
been somewhat aggressive 
towards Mr Stanley and 
other employees and it was 
decided they should go. 
They had been upsetting a 
lot of people here.’ 


sacked after firm's inquiry 
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No family Christmas for 


‘forgotten children’ 


the extra burden of work. 
‘One foster mother we saw 
recently was willing to take 
Murray, but her husband was 
not so keen. Of course, we 
cannot take the risks involved 
in such a situation. It would 
not be fair to anyone. In the 
end, we just have to do the 
best we can.’ r 


Hospital 


So Murray went to a sub- 
normality hospital at Christ- 
mas. where he has_ spent 
previous holidays. — Six-year- 
old Rupert, another handi- 
capped child, went to a holiday 
hotel for handicapped children 
at Bexhill, Sussex; while eight- 


year-old Bertie went to a Dr 
Barnardo’s Home, 


At Meldreth Manor School, ° 


near Royston, Herts, where the 
120 boarders are severely edu- 
cationally subnormal and also 
physically handicapped, 11 
children come from _ local 
authority care while a further 
three cannot spend all the 
Christmas holidays at home 
because of family problems. 
Said the deputy headmaster, 
Mr Trevor Jeavons: ‘We are 
fortunate in that eight of these 
children went to a splendid 
holiday home in Norfolk. The 
costs are borne by the local 
authorities concerned. We 
know that they have a lovely 
time there, and there is the 


1 


added advantage that they are 
with their schoolfriends and 
among familiar faces,’ 


However, a further six had 
to go to local authority hostels 
in various parts of the country. 
‘We hope they have a happy 
Christmas there and I am sure 
the staff do their best, but it is 
a wrench for these children. 
said Mr Jeavons. ‘School is 
home to them and it is hard 
for any child to have to go 
away from home at Christmas. 
Because our children are 
severely subnormal, they are 
very dependent and their need 
for love, security and affection- 
ate care is even greater than 


Cont on Page 12 


Full house for SOS carols 


A CAROL concert on 
December 11 was the high- 


light of a busy month for 


the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics. Every seat was 
taken at the Royal eFstival 
Hall, where an appreciative 
audience listened to solo 
musical items and readings 
from SOS members includ- 
ing Vera Lynn, Libby 
Morris, Yootha Joyce, 
Brian Murphy and Helen 


Now all 
can enter 
contest 


THE §$Spastics Society’s 
popular -Annual Literary 
Contest has up to now been 
open to spastic men, 
women and children only. 
In 1977, however, to cele- 
brate the Society’s 25th 
anniversary, it has been 
extended so that any handi- 
capped person in Great 
Britain will be eligible to 
enter. The only proviso 
is that all persons enter- 
ing must have been BORN 
handicapped, or BECOME 
HANDICAPPED in early 
childhood. 

In addition, there will be 
a glittering new prize for all 
aspiring poets in the Lady 
Wilson Cup, specially pre- 
sented by the wife of the 
ex-Premier, Sir Harold 
Wilson. 

The contest begins on Mon- 
day, January 3, and closing 


date for entries is three 
months later on Saturday, 
April 9. Application forms 
can be obtained from: Mrs 


Cont on Page 12 


Ryan. Group and choral 
works were presented by 
the King’s Singers, Sam’s 
Set, the New Philharmonia 
Chorus. and the choir of 
Desborough _ School, 
Maidenhead. 

A few days earlier, the 
Grosvenor House Ball 


raised over £4,000, of which 
£2,075 came from Vera 
Lynn’s ever-popular tom- 
bola. These were just two 
of the fund-raising events 
held by the stars in Decem- 
ber to help pay running 
costs of their three centres 
for spastics. 
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Now you can tell who’s at the door... 
let him in or lock him out. 


Without moving 


THE 


Speak~a~lock 


This simple hand set is part of the Interlock ‘Speak-a- 
lock’ combined intercom and door-locking system. It 
works like a friendly policeman, doing what you tell him, 
on duty at your door 24 hours a day. 


When the doorbell chimes, you pick up your hand set. 
press a button and ask who's there. The caller identifies 
himself into the microphone outside your door - and 
you hear his voice through the speaker in your hand set 
lf your Caller is someone you wish to let‘in, you press a 
button to unlock your door. If he isn't, you don’t, and 
the door remains locked. 


So you have security, complete control, and peace of 


mind, 


The system comes as a kit: everything you need, out- 
side as well as inside your door. Itis inexpensive to buy, 
easy toinstall, and runs for only a few pence a year. 


The Speak-a-lock is one of many aids for the disabled 


available from Newton. 
For further details, please write to: 


Newton Aids Lid. 


NAL 


RESEARCH 
& SERVICE 


Dept. N6/ 

2A Conway Street, 
London W1P SHE 
Tel: 01-637 5962 
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 & BFASMIUS NEWS 


SAFFRON Walden Library and Arts Centre, winner of 
the Award in Category B. Built in the 19th Century as, 
a Corn Exchange, it was adapted to its present purpose by 
Essex County Council during the last few years. Altera- 
tions include ramps from street level and a lift to the first- 
floor gallery. 
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THE ROPEWALK, NEATH 56571 


Branches also at 
PORTHCAWL 2224 
GLYNNEATH 720343 


For all leading 
makes of kitchens 


LLANDOVERY.-515 
FREE KITCHEN ABERAERON 45] 
PLANNING |} ABERYSTWYTH 272) 
; SWANSEA 41152 
Kitchens for the NARBERTH 274 
Disabled AMMANFORD 3111 


J. D. LLOYD, A DIVISION OF P.D. TIMBER 
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AIDS FOR THE INCONTINENT 


the INCO range 


4S SUPPLIED TO HOSPITALS 
& NURSING HOMES 
PULL ON PANTS 
Soft, washable, waterproof 
PVC - low cost re-usable - 
protection for men, women 
‘and children. Elasticated at 
waist aid leg for extra con- f: 
fidence. Ideal for handicapped or arthritic 
people. Retaining bands ensure the absorbent, 
disposable liner is held securely in place. 
Quantity 1 2 3 4 
28"-32"hip £1.30 £2.50 £3.70 £4.80 
".38"hip £1.40 £2.70 £3.90 £5.20 
40°-46"hip £1.60 £3.10 £4.50 £6.00 
48-54”hip £1.80 £3.50 £5.10 £6.80 
56”-60"hip £2.00 £3.90 £5. 0 £7.60 
DROP FRONT GARMENTS ~\ és 
Light weight, washable, 
waterproof garment. Sealed 
elacticated back and a tie 
tape adjustment at the legs 
for a snug, confident and 
comfortable fit. Waist tapes at the front 
enable the front to he dropped to replace the 
absorbent pad without the garment falling down. 
Press studs allows additional adjustment round 
the hips. 
Quantity 1 2 3 
24”-32"hip £1.90 £3.70 £5.40 
34”-46"hip £2.10 £4.10 £6.00 
48”-58”hip £2.40 £4.70 £6.90 
f{NCONTINENCE ROLLS 
jantity 1. 2 3 4 
6"x 10ft. 65p £1.15 £1.70 £2.30 
Special discount terms available for group orders. 
Please ask for details : 
Replies in complete confidence together with cheque/P.O 
'MPORTANT — Please state your hip size when ordering 


Please add 25p P & P to each order. 
| HAZELOAK SUPPLIES - 
Dept SNI 39 Otley Road, Leeds LS6 3AP 
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Their buildings 
‘open the doors 


to disabled 


ACCESS for the disabled to public buildings was 
the theme of a prizegiving ceremony and exhi- 
bition held last month at the Royal Institute 
of British Architects. On show were photographs 
and plans of winning entries in the first-ever 


Building for the Disabled Awards Scheme, spon- - 


sored by the Central Council for the Disabled 
in co-operation with the Department of the 
Environment and the RIBA. 


The scheme covered 
buildings open to the 
general public rather than 
those designed specifically 
for the use of disabled 
people. There were two 
categories of award—one 
for completely new build- 
ings, the other for existing 
structures which have been 
adapted since the Chroni- 
cally Sick and Disabled 
Persons Act of 1970. 
Nominations covered a 
wide range of building 
“types such as magistrates’ 
courts, shops, hotels, tran- 
sport buildings, swimming 
pools, theatres, pubs, 
libraries and museums. 

The panel of assessors was 
made up of three architects and 
three judges appointed by the 
Central Council for the Dis- 
abled — wheelchair user Dr 
R. A. Miley, Mr Clifford 
Simms, who is partially-sighted, 
and Mr W. M. C. Hargreaves, 
Head of Recreational Services 
for The Spastics Society, who 
walks with some difficulty. 


Members of the panel 


travelled over 3,000 miles to 
visit 45 buildings in all parts 
of England — from Newcastle 
to Cornwall and Blackpool to 
Dover. 

In the ‘New Buildings’ cate- 
gory they found it impossible 
to choose between the National 
Gallery North Extension in 
London and Gatwick Airport 
Terminal Building. Therefore 
it was decided to present two 
awards in this category. The 
award for an existing building 
went to the Saffron Walden 
Library and Arts Centre, for- 
merly a Corn Exchange. There 
were also 16 Commendations 
and 26 Mentions in the scheme. 


Example 


Each award or commenda- 
tion certificate was presented to 
a three-man team representing 
owners, architects and build- 
ing contractors, by Mr. Alf 
Morris, MP, Minister for the 
Disabled. In his preliminary 
speech, Mr Morris said: 

‘Of course, we cannot change 
the architectural face of our 
country overnight. But we can 
show, by our example, how 
much can be achieved by in- 


of the National Gallery. 


genuity and initiative to open 
the doors of society to disabled 
people. It is in publicising 
what CAN be done that this 
competition has been of such 
great value.’ 

He also praised ‘the scheme’s 
organisers for including dis- 
abled people among _ the 


aSS€SSOTS. 
. Commenting further on this 


aspect of the judges’ work, — 


panel member Bill Hargreaves 
told Spastics News: 

‘The three architects were 
grateful to us for pointing out 
design features they might 
otherwise have missed. Plan- 
aers of buildings for the dis- 
abled often tend to think we 
are all in wheelchairs. They 


And on the same subject ... 


£20 tome leaves no excuses 


Designing for the Dis- 
abled, Third Edition, 
Sewyn Goldsmith, RIBA 
Publications Ltd. Price, 
£20. 


AT 525 pages to the end 
of the index how does oné 
begin to review the book 
Designing for the Dis- 
abled? [ haven’t read it 
all—it’s not that kind of 
book. But why is it so big, 
who is it for; how does one 
use it? z 

First: it is big because it is 
comprehensive, ranging from a 
lengthy discussion of attitudes 
towards disabled people, the 
nature of handicap, current 
provisions, assumptions, alter- 
natives. and possibilities, to a 
detailed reference and biblio- 
graphy section. ‘On the way 
the author touches on virtually 


all aspects of human life — ~ 


customs, aspirations, everyday 
activities. Indeed, all of human 
life is here —- a serious re- 
action since it emphasises that 
the real concern is with making 
it possible for people who bap- 


pen to be disabled to varying: 


degrees and in varying ways, to 
cope with the myriad details 
of living by means of a mix- 
ture of common sense, careful 
thought, creative legislation 
and special provisions, 

The author deals in reasoned 
terms with the current cliches 
in this field, from those bandied 
about all too thoughtlessly — 
‘institutions,’ ‘integration,’ 
‘being normal’ — to the erea- 
tive — ‘helping disabled people 
to cope would help a far wider 
range of people’ or the related 
‘we will all experience dis- 


THE National Gallery North Extension, joint winner of 
the Category A Award in the. Building for the Disabled =— 
competition, 1976. The picture shows part of the barrier- 
free circulation route which enables disabled people to __ 
view the art treasures in comfort. } 
the upper floors and there is easy access to the older part 


Lifts are provided to 


forget people who cart walk, 
but with difficulty. For in- — 


stance, they provide ramps but — | 4 


no handrails or rough-cast walls 
alongside steps so that if you | 


put out a hand to steady your- ; 


self you could get a_ nasty 4 
graze.’ j 
Mr Hargreaves added that he 


‘had been particularly impressed — 
by the initiative of entrants in 


the private sector. q 

‘You'd expect focal authori- | 
fies to be aware of the needs — 
of the disabled by now, but its 
good to see private owners of 
a shop like Bentalls, a pub in © 
Newcastle and the Liverpool 


Repertory Theatre (all Com- | 


mended) taking the same im 
terest.’ 
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for the designer : 


ability at some point even if 
not until old age so many of 
these provisions are not special, 
just sensible.’ 

The detailed sections dispose 
of those downright dangerous 
assumptions like: ‘all disabled 


people need ramps’ and form a - 


for 
anyone concerned with build- 
ing. 
the second question, but the 
word ‘designing’ might imply 
that nobody, unless actively 
designing buildings, should 
bother to dip into it, whereas 
in fact the book can be used 
at many levels. 


~ Check list 


The introduction should help 
to clarify or modify your think- 
ing about the ‘problem,’ even 
extend it into previously uncon- 
sidered areas. The detailed 
sections can be used as a check 
list for your own room or 
flat, or for the local library, 
resulting in improvements or 
pressure on the local council. 
They also make clear the in- 
creasing influence, often re- 
strictive, of statutory regula- 
tions. There is valuable infor- 
mation on grants, adaptations, 
related regulations, and_ the 
bibliography is wide ranging 
enough to assist a variety of 
researchers. 

So, whatever your particular 
interest or concern, get to know 


comprehensive resource 


Which begins to answer 


this book -— it’s daunting size’ 


and immaculate layout hides a 
clear organisation of discus- 
sion and information, and like 
all good reference books, its 
usefulness can only be proved 
by constant use. Its size and 


air of permanence is one of 
the problems — as suggested it 


is big partly because life is big . 


— but with size goes the risk 
of the ‘I won't read it now 
because it’s there’ attitude, and 
a confirmed reliance on the old 
cliches, rules of thumb, and the 
out of date or inadequate in- 
formation. Conversely for 
architects and the like, the 
problem is to relate the book’s 
information to that acquired 
by one’s own involvement in 
the actual untidy business of 
designing or adapting build- 
ings. Possessing such a re- 
source somehow demands that 
this painfully acquired know- 
ledge should be added to it, 
but how? Alternative blank 


GERIATRIC CLOTHING 


@ Skirts, dresses, shirts, washable trousers, knickers, bed- 
wear, dressing gowns and bedjackets in modern easy-care — 
fabrics. Washable Marathon Dri sheets supplied with a full 
range of bedding and general textiles. 


@ All types of uniforms for nursing and domestic staff. 
® Geriatric catalogue on request. 


J. H. BOUNDS LTD 


Stethos House, 68 Sackville Street, Manchester M1 3W). 
Telephone 061-236 7331/4 _ ara 


pages. wider margins, a loose 
leaf section? 
is no complete solution or per-— 
haps it is a larger one involving — 
the whole business of dissemin-_ 
ating information and sharing — 
experience. But then that’s a — 
problem within The Spasties — 
Society which acquires know-. 
ledge at many levels but feeds 
it into the relevant areas of its _ 
organisation relatively hap- 
hazardly. ; 
At least with this third — 
edition in circulation there is 
no excuse for incomplete 
approaches — whether by the — 
designer more concerned about 
getting the details right. than ~ 
about the people who will use 
his building. or by the client 
oblivious of the constraints — 
imposed by the very process of — 
building, or by staff thinking 
only of the budget and of not 
showing the dirt. ae 
STEPHEN THORPE. 
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- Why Stanley gets ‘pig headed’ 


when they say he's disabled 
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RALLY driver, radio ham 
and spastic, Stanley Eakin 
‘is the son of the Rey 
- Gerald Eakin and his wife 
-Mary who run Parkanaur, 
the training centre for the 


_ News. 


a ae bs a 
Stanley — admits 
- somewhat 


to being 
overwhelmed by 
' Parkanaur—after all if it 
been for him it’s 
unlikely that the training 


centre would have taken shape 


_ the way it has and gone on to 


> “> tae 


he. 


if / 


shape the lives of more than 
200 trainees in turn. 


Now 35, Stan is an audiolo- 
gist — a hearing aid technician, 
although serious illness has 
taken a heavy toll of his health 


recently. 
A few years back Stan began. 


to develop an interest in two 
widely disparate hobbies — 
radio hamming and rally driv- 
ing. ‘The more people kept 
suggesting that the radio ham- 
ming was the more suitable, 
_ the more determined I was. to 
rally. So I did it to prove I 
could stand the pace as well 
as anyone who is 160 per cent 


fit — after all, I don’t consider 
myself disabled. I got really 
pig-headed.’ 

But he succeeded in proving 
his point. : 

He navigated for the famed 
rally driver Ernest Milliken on 
the Circuit of Treland event, 
1,000 miles of the most punish- 
ing route in Europe, and also 
competed abroad. Then he 
hung up his helmet and turned 
to the dials of his radio equip- 


ment. He speaks to people all 
over the world and has even 
contrived a device based on the 
gadget used by pop singers who 
play the mouth-organ while 
strumming a guitar, to enable 
him to broadcast while driving 
his Allegro — a staid vehicle 
after the Mini Cooper § he 
used in rallying when it meant: 
‘I asked for no quarter — and 
no quarter was given, no con- 
cessions either way!’ 


|. The ‘umbrella’ of 


care for handicapped 


MISS Linda Wilson, left, 
and Miss Lucy Woodcock 
with Mrs I. Black, are 
the secretarial force of 


NICOD, the Northern Ire- 
land Council for Ortho- 
paedic Development. Miss 
Wilson has been’ with 
NICOD for two years and 
Miss Woodcock for 13. 
NICOD’S role has changed 
over the last 26 years since its 
inception. When it started no 
provision was being made for 
Ulster’s handicapped. Now 
some of the projects origin- 
ated such as the two schools 
have been taken over by the 


PYE TELECOMMUNICATIONS LIMITED 


hear, there and 


everywhere 
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Craig & 


Derricott Ltd 


-BLECTRICAL SWITCH 
AND CONTROL GEAR 


HALL LANE, WALSALL WOOD, WALSALL 
WEST MIDLANDS. Tel: Brownhills 5541 


* We are pleased to take this opportunity 
to support the British Association 


for Service to the Elderly 
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Belfast Education and Library 
Board, while Parkanaur Train- 


‘ing Centre and the Balmoral — 


Workshop 

ment of 

Service. 
NICOD 


are now 
Health and 


Depart- 
Social 


is an umbrella 
organisation in that it deals 
with all physical handicaps, 
not just the cerebral palsied, 
but despite the relief of some 
responsibilities, others arrive. 
In the early days the work- 
load of Organising Secretary 
and Appeals Officer were done 
by one person. The present 
Appeals Officer, Andrew Park, 
explained: ‘There’s no way we 
could do that today—there is 
just too much work.” 


wi. 


Emperor Claudius was They we re 
great for our image : 


WATCHING the recent BBC 
TV series ‘I, Claudius, I sud- 
denly realised that, unwittingly. 
the producers have done a 
splendid public relations job 
for spastic people. Of course, 
it was not stated explicitly in 
the dramatisation that Claudius 
had cerebral palsy — the con- 
dition was probably undiag- 
nosed in first century Rome. 

Derek Jacobi’s brilliant por- 
trayal of the hero was based 
on the description by novelist 
Robert Graves, who in turn 
probably followed Latin writ- 
ings contemporary to Claudius, 
These indicated a string of 
apparently unrelated symptoms 
—the limp, stammer ‘and jerk- 
ing head — but it is obvious 
even to a non-medical person 
that these add up to a typical 
picture of cerebral palsy. If 
would also hazard a guess that 
the so-called ‘stammer’ may 
have been the dysarthric speech 
characteristic of many spastic 
people. 

The idea that the Emperor 
Claudius was a spastic is not. 
of course, a new one. It was 
put forward in ‘Every Eight 


Hours, the late Richard 
Dimbleby’s book about the 
early days of The Spastics 
Society. 


‘I, Claudius’ is reported to 
have been immensely popular 
—millions of viewers obviously 
identified strongly ‘with © the 
lame, jerky, ‘stuttering hero, 
regarded by everybody as a 
half-wit. who survived the vio- 
lence of his youth to bring a 


a pen friend ~ 


MISS Muriel Ford of Black- 
burn would like a male pen- 
friend with a view to future 
companionship. Miss Ford, 
who is 44, has a spastic right 
hand but has taught herself 
to type. She hopes to move 
shortly to a sheltered bunga- 
low. Please write to her at R3 
Ward, Calderstones, Whalley, 
near Blackburn, Lancs. 

@ Readers of Spastics News 
are reminded that we are 
always happy to print requests 
for pen friends. Send details 
to the Editor at Society HQ 
at 12 Park Crescent, London 


ETC 


CHEMICAL PLANT 


ACID-RESISTANT 
MATERIALS 


ANTI-CORROSIVE & 


Mobile Accommodation 
‘THE QUICK’ JACK SKID WHEELED 
EXPANDABLE AND MODULAR SYSTEMS 


Any size and to your 
requirements. 
INCLUDING ALL 


SERVICES 


Write or telephone for Jetails : 


ETC BUILDING SYSTEMS LTD 


12a THE PRECINCT, 
BROMBOROUGH, MERSEYSIDE 
Telephone 051-334 7233/4 
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"MABYRN 


RUBBER CO 


LININGS 


TANK AND PIPE 
FABRICATION 


SITE LININGS 


Britannia Works, Dyehouse Lane, 
Smallbridge, Rochdale, Lancs. Tel: 0706 


50038 
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measure of stability to Rome. 
I suspect that because of Dere 
Jacobi’s sympathetic approach 
to the role, viewers uncon- 
sciously absorbed a greater in- 
sight into the problems of 
spastic people than they would 
have. gained through half-a- 
dozen documentaries on the 
subject.. It was good to hear 
that the series is to be repeated. 
Dorothy Harrison, 
London, NWS. 


What about the 


homeworkers ? 


CONGRATULATIONS to 
Spastics News and Liz Cook 
on the first-rate coverage of 
the spastics in Ulster in the 
December issue. I am a little 
surprised, however, that no 
information was given of the 
involvement of the Homework 
Section with the Northern Ire- 
land Council, particularly as 
Spastics Cards are mentioned 
on the front page. 

The Section enjoys excellent 
relationships with the Coun- 
cil and the amount of home- 
work products sold in Ulster 
runs into thousands of pounds 
annually, Much. of. the 
successful fund raising is 


through the efforts of Andrew. - 


Park selling high quality goods 
from us. This is to mutual 
advantage as the Section con- 
tinues to employ spastics and 
the Couneil increase funds by 
means of sales on a commis- 
sion basis. 

Arthur A. Dobson, 
Homework Manager, 

The Spastics Society. 

@® The extensive coverage 
we gave to the lives of 
spastic people in Ulster 
concentrated, obviously, on 
their difficulties in this sad 
time of violence. Unfortu- 
nately there wasn’t enough 
space to cover every aspect 
of the work and we are 
delighted to give our col- 
league Mr Dobson credit 
where credit is due. We 
would also like to thank 
the readers who have writ- 
ten to say how interested 
they were in the special 
coverage from Ulster.— 
Editor. 


thrilled 


in Ulster — 


I WISH to thank The 
Spastics Society for sending 
Liz Cook to write an on- 
the-spot report of work 
among spastics in the Pro- 
vince. It was a great thrill 
to open the December 1976 


issue of Spastics News and 
read the headline, ‘The 
hopeful face of | Ulster.’ 
Congratulations, Liz, in 
three very busy days you 
covered a great deal of 
ground, met many people, 
had. searching interviews: 
the result is a masterpiece 
(if that is still a legal piece 
of jargon) of sympathetic 
yet objective reporting. 

It further confirms my long 
held belief that every parent 
of a CP child should read 
Spastics News. Sadly the 
circulation has up till now 
been very poor in the North of 
Ireland, Your 
feature will help remedy this. 


Mr Robert McDowell, the 
Chairman of the Parents’ Staff 
Association of Mitchell House 
School, Belfast, is not alone in 
seeking to add a_ regional 
social worker for Northern 
Ireland to the eight who 
already work ‘on the main- 
land’ We strongly suggest a 
detailed feasibility study and 
will co-operate to the utmost 
of our ability. 

Liz Cook spoke about the 
great courage and determina- 
tion to ‘slog on’ despite fears 
for the future. She -herself 


excellent — 


showed those same qualities — 


when she exchanged the peace 
and quiet of her home for the 
uncertain roads of Northern 
Ireland. 

Thank you’ for coming 
amongst us. We greatly appre- 
ciate the closer link with our 
parent body in London. 
Desmond Hanna, Rey, 

St Christopher’s Rectory, 
Clonallon Gardens, 
Belfast. 


E-ALp 


Dust and fume extraction 
ventilation, favrications 


High House Terrace, Sheffield 
S6 2HX Tel Sheffield 349933 


NORTHERN 
FABRICATION 
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When in MANCHESTER or 
KNUTSFORD visit 


JARDINE’S — 
BOOKSHOPS 


for the very best new books 
in hardback and paperback 


Now is the time to exchange those Book Tokens for books. 
The double gift that’s a pleasure to receive and afterwards 
choose your own book. 


10 St Peter’s Squere, 
Manchester. 
Tel 061 236 5049 


Old Market Place, 
Knutsford, Cheshire. 
Telephone 4449. 


SN Jan22 


i A es RN A OER a ae ern 
i da Say : 


ee 


a 


e 


: PWsnne— and friends - go to 


London to hear: 


~ Remploy doubles 


export sales 


ri MRS Yvonne Contractor, a spastic employee of Rem- 


ploy’s Barking factory, celebrated her birthday in style. 


: when as one of five disabled employees attending the 


<i firm’s annual press conference, she had a day out at their 
West End showroom and was presented with a bouquet 


by Chairman Mr Allen Greenwood. 


~ Speaking at the conference 


Mr Greenwood reviewed the 


events of the financial year 
1975/6. He said that in July 
the Manpower Services Com- 
mission took over from the 
Department of Employment 
responsibility for the official 
surveillance of Remploy, which 
4 now has 87 factories and an 
average of 8,248 disabled 
_ employees, 
oi Mr Greenwood added that 
? like other British companies, 
Remploy faced _ severe 
i economic pressure. Wages had 
increased to a level more 
ma equivalent to those in con- 
aes ventional industry, but due to 
the very nature of Remploy’s 
, work it was difficult to increase 
_--—s« productivity. However, sales 
=" were up considerably on the 
= previous year and export sales 
had. doubled to £268,320. 


ee 


: Music therapy 


_- -WEEKEND ‘courses. on 
~ -—s *Therapy in Music for Handi- 
i capped Children’ will be held 
e- on January 29/30 and March 
12/13, 1977. Details from:— 
Miss S. _ Beresford-Peirse, 
_-. LRAM, LGSMT, Directer of 
a the Nordoff Music Therapy 
> Centre, Goldie Leigh Hospital, 
Lodge Hill, Abbey Wood, 
London, SE2 OAY. 
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‘Where reliability 


for the first time as chairman,. 


Save cash 


by making 
feathers fly 


IT used to be part of the 
housewite’s time-honoured 
spring cleaning ritual to 
open up pillow covers, 
spread out the feathers to 
air in the sunshine for a 
while and then replace the 
whole lot with a few hand- 


fuls of extra feathers. 

Mr A. Mitchell, the Society’s 
Supplies Officer, thought the 
practice had died out until he 
received an SOS from Broad- 
stones Hostel, Birmingham, for 
help with nearly 100 pillows 
which had gradually lost their 
contents over the years. 

Mr Mitchell made some 
inquiries and found _ that 
feathers can still be bought at 
27p a pound. The amount 
needed to fill Birmingham’s 
100 empty pillow cases cost 
£54.25. As a new pillow costs 
£1.40 plus VAT, this repre- 
sented a saving to the society 
of about £100. 
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ow to start a social club 
Ina long-stay hospital 


| Hospital club. 


THE needs of people with 
handicaps are to be the 
special concern of a new 
working group set up by 
the Personal Social Ser- 
vices Council. 


orbrackets 


for Handrails 


in low maintenance anodised aluminium 


Reliable Steel bolt, 
concealed in-depth fixing 


soo fixing is WD TA 
= m= (iachoratt 


Grab Handles 
Public Areas, Hospitals, 


Sheltered Accommodation: | 
7 makrimion eine _—_-RICK/-Concnee 
ae For full details: 
_ Albert Marston & Co Ltd 
Bm Wellington Works, Planetary Road, Willenhall, West Midlands WV¥'13 3sT, Tel: (0902) 731935 


to concrete, 
brick and insulating concrete. 
eat Won't shake loose, 


minimises 
Vandalism. 


Hospitals, Offices, Flats, 


Public Buildings, 


Sheltered Accommodation 


LIES RATT 


The estab- 


DENISE Stioud watches patient Terry Wilson play an 
impromptu musical instrument at the St Laurence’s 


Minister welcomes new 
advisery group on 
needs of handicapped 


was’ warmly welcomed by 
Mr Alfred Morris, MP, 
Minister for the Disabled, 
who was present at the 
Council meeting when the 
announcement was made. 
lishment of the new group 
The decision to set up this 
group follows wide consulta- 


tions with organisations and 
individuals in the field of dis- 


ability, notably the Central 
Council for the Disabled. 


The Personal Social Services 
Council has “assumed the 
responsibilities of the former 
advisory committee on the 
health and welfare of ‘the dis- 
abled, which will now be ful- 
filled by the new ‘People with 
Handicaps’ group. The advisory 
committee, a non-statutory 
body, was set up in 1957 to 
advise the Secretary of State 
on matters relating to the 
health and welfare of people 
to whom section 29 of 
National Assistance Act 1948 
applied. 


Mr Walter Boyce, the chair- 
man of the group, comments: 
‘Responsibility for the needs of 
the people with handicaps is a 
vital sector of the work of local 
authority social services 
departments, and rightly makes 
many demands on_ their ‘re- 
sources, It is therefore impor- 
tant that the Personal Social 
Services: Council, as an advi- 
sory body to both central and 
local government, should 
channel its concerns for the 
handicapped in this way.’ 
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DENISE Stroud worked for The Spastics Society for six 


years and in that time saw just how much the 62 Clubs, — 
run by and for physically handicapped people, were able 
Now she is assistant co-ordinator of volun- — 
tary services at St Laurence’s Hospital, Caterham, Surrey. a 
Soon after taking up the post she discovered that her — 
predecessor had been hoping to start a club along the | 
lines of the °62 Clubs, at the hospital. 
have a go and here’s her story of the result. 


‘Members can express" 
their own ideas... — 


to achieve. 


St Laurence’s is the home of 
about 1,600 mentally handi- 
capped people, and was pur- 
pose-built 100 years ago, which 
is difficult to believe, looking 
at the antiquated building now. 
However, in spite of its rather 
forbidding exterior, the atmo- 
sphere is that of a happy com- 
munity. The younger resi- 
dents go to a special school in 
the grounds, and most of the 
adults to workshops, training 
or therapy units. 

Many of the residents are 
also physically handicapped 


(like Joey Deacon, one of the - 


residents who has recently had 
great success with his pub- 
lished life story and film of the 
book). There seemed to be a 
need to start a special club 
where allowances could be 
made for physical limitations, 
yet at the same time giving a 


chance to let members do as_ 
much as. possible for them- 


selves and express their own 
ideas, 

There is already a thriving 
Gateway Club’ open to every 
resident at St Laurence’s, in 
addition to all the many activi- 


ARTHUR Parsons makes 
music for a ae song. 


or on the 


aie 


.be included, 


“ myself, 


mouth, 


, Evin os 


Denise decided to. - 


ties and outings that are 
arranged, but lack of transport, 
shortage of staff and special m= 
facilities may mean that those 
in wheelchairs cannot always 


4 


Although St Laurence’s 62 — 
Club has only been running 
weekly since the beginning of _ 


August, the contrast between — 
initially shy members and — 
uncertain volunteers of that - 


first bingo session compared — 
with our recent meetings is — 
self-evident. Members are 
now full of ideas for the pro- 


gramme, take it in turns to 
collect subs and make the 
coffee. Robert has typed let- 


ters inviting speakers to forth- 
coming meetings, Terry plays 
the harmonica and Arthur — 
knows the words of all the old | 
songs, and together they lead — 
any musical sessions that we 
have. A different activity is 
atranged every week so that — 
everyone has a chance to what _ 
they enjoy most, including so 
far a mini-barbeque, games 
session, a party and slide show 


Highlight 
Two members— Ivy ane 
Lily—with the help of one o 
our volunteers, Katharine. and — 
joined the 62 Club ~ 
Southern Rally at’ Esse: 
University, which was a re. 
experience for all four of u 
Although possibly a bit over. 
whelmed at first, Lily and Ivy 
really enjoyed the weekend, — 
and certainly seemed to have S 
gained a great deal from it. 
For them, meeting other handi- — 
capped 62 Club.members from. — 
the community was evidently. 
the highlight of the rally, and — 
the fact that some of them _ 
were married with children — 
made a tremendous impres- — 
$1on. : ; 
It is very important to have 
the right kind of volunteers, 
We are very lucky that all the 
people who have come for- — 
ward are keen to let the mem- 
bers do as much as possible 
for themselves; In view of | 
their additional mental handi- 
cap, the members may not be 
able to run the club completely. 
on their own (in true °62 Club 
style), but with the right kind | 
of help they are certainly | 


striving to make the club a real — 
success, 


=. 


YOUNG sailors from the 
Control School and 
Ordnance School of HMS 
Collingwood at — Ports- 
took part in a 
“door knock” at Fareham, — 
Hants, in aid of spastics. 
They raised a total of 
£131.65 and the picture 
shows Mrs Oriska ; 
Cameron, the Society’s 
Local Appeals Officer for 
the South East Region, 


‘Teceiving a cheque from _ 
Chief. sia Ch Officer Bele A 


* 
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VANDALS who smash up 


ba oxes were the subject of a 
recent leader column in a 
Northern newspaper. 
U) nder the heading ‘Open 
Letter to Vandals, the 
S. outhport- Journal Visiter 
tells the able-bodied hooli- 
s of the town: ‘Perhaps 
) ou would be better using 
your ‘surplus strength trying 


Wels 


E. T a time of high unem- 
ployment, especially among 


capped school-leayers to 
A find jobs, and this was one 
of the major problems dis- 
ussed by delegates to third 
ales Regional Co- 
ordinating Conference. 
eople from local groups 
over the Principality 
thered for the Confer- 
ence, and they were joined 
by representatives from the 

/eish Office, local authori- 
ties, trade unions and 
business management, 
SMLYN DAVIES reports: 


‘Lord Champion 


Lord Champion Of 
Pontypridd, a senior 
P Labour Peer, opened the 


é 


LTD 


Z 


f Angry newsp 


astics Society collecting | 


young people, it becomes_ 
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to help a cause instead of 
destroying it.’ 

Southport in Lancashire has 
12 collecting boxes in different 
parts of the resort, each a 
three-foot high model of a 
spastic child. .-Of these, 10 
were broken up by vandals last 
year and the contents stolen. 
The amount. of cash lost is 
impossible to estimate and in 
addition each doll costs £30 
to replace. This is a loss 


Help a cause instead of destroying it 


aper gives vandals a roasting 


which Southport, Formby and 
District Spastics Society can ill 
afford in its fight against infla- 
tion. 

The Visiter leader writer 
comments: *. . . The brightly- 
coloured doll-collecting boxes 
have delighted many a child in 
the town. It is those odd pence 
put into the boxes’ by the lucky 
children blessed with strong, 
healthy bodies which go 
towards providing some of the 
little luxuries of life for the 


‘less fortunate at Ellerslie Court 
(the local spastics holiday 
home), 
‘Then YOU come along, 
continues the open letter, 
‘Break off the heads and make 
off with the cash. Frequently 
you come in gangs, surround 
the doll with her pleasing 
“Help Us” smile and dismem- 
ber the figure with wire cut- 
ters. Of course, the money is 
never seen again. And, unfor- 
tunately, neither are you.’ 


, 


of school-leavers 


Conference and told the 
delegates that its purpose 
was to discuss the problems 
of the disabled  school- 
leavers and make recom- 


mendations for action. 
He asked them to consider: 


@ Are we satisfied that further 
education facilities exist in the 
right places for handicapped 
children? i 

@ That careers officers have 
sufficient training experience 
for placing handicapped schoo] 
leavers? 


@ Is there close co-ordination’ 
between local authority ser- 
vices. area health authorities 
and the Department — of 
Employment? 


@ If we are not satisfied’ on 
all these points, what can we 
do about it? 

He introduced Mr Roger Jef- 
coate, consultant on electronic 
aids for the severely handi- 
capped, who gave an excellent 
address on the way in which he 
has helped severely disabled 


over a great number of years. 


He answered questions and 
received many invitations to 
talk to other groups. 

Mr Geoffrey Arter, a Direc- 
tor of Top Ten Promotions, 


SANS 


Suppliers of fabricated 


promoters of the Spastics Pool, . 


gave a very detailed picture of 
the problems associated with 
running a large football pool 
during the present financial 
situation. He spoke about 
forthcoming legislation which 


-could possibly have a detri- 


mental effect on the Pool. A 
Slide presentation afterwards 
gave a complete picture of the 
work undertaken by the Pool 
and how the income was used: 


MISS Audrey Davey, 
Development Officer for 
the Wales Council for the 
Disabled, fires a question 
at the panel of experts. 


Parry, and he cited:a number 
of people who work very hard 
in Pembrokeshire in the cause 
of the disabled, including his 
wife, who works in a special 
unit for the disabled. He went 
on to say that the problem of 
Great Britain and, indeed, all 
industrial society was: ‘If we 
cannot sell we cannot employ.’ 

The rate of unemployment 
had reached levels which 
would not be tolerated 5-10 
years ago, and he revealed that 
in Milford Haven it- was now 
20 per cent and in Cardigan 
18 per cent. 

Lord Parry said that if we 
were successful in providing 
education for young handi- 
capped people which orientates 


| 


OT a 


COUNCILLOR Len 


h delegates probe the pro 


young able-bodied the appal- 
ling disappointment of being 
prepared for work but: finding 
themselves sitting at home. It 
was impossible to stimulate 
additional jobs -without intro- 
ducing measures to increase 
overall employment prospects 
in the Principality. He put 
forward a number of short- 
term measures which had been 
introduced to provide more job 
opportunities such as ~ youth 
employment subsidies, the job 
creation programme, and the 
work experience programme. 
Lord Parry declared that 
some people would like to see 
The Spastics Society go out of 
existence provided that 
Government accepted its res- 
ponsibilities and offered the 
necessary services. It was his 
view, however, that’ whatever 
the standard of provision, we 
must always keep within it the 
enthusiastic endeavour of 
people who were prepared to 
commit themselves even in a 
socially organised society and 
give of their time and effort. 
The work already being done 
by The Spastics Society and its 
groups has made it impossible 
for any Government to ignore 


the specific needs of particular 


sections of the population. The 
standard of social services 
must be protected and the 
individuals within it. School 
leavers must be provided for. 

During the afternoon Ses- 
sion of the conference, an 


_ expert panel made up of repre- 


sentatives of industry and 
unions, careers _ officers, 
teachers and advisers from 


government agencies faced up 
to questions which had been 
sent in from all parts of Wales 


bigms 


{ 


SPASTICS NEWS 5_ 


Daley, Secretary of York 
and District — Spastics 
Society, receives a large 
bottleful of money from 


Mrs Joan Whitehead, wife - 


of the landlord of the 
Spotted Cow Hotel, York. 
Mrs Whitehead holds the 
title of the world’s Cham- 
pion Shouter for 1976/77 
(Ladies Section). The 
bottle contained £115.75, 
collected for the spastics’ 
group over the last two 
years. The latest donation 
brings the pub’s total con- 
tribution to over £1,000, 
and that’s certainly some- 
thing to shout about. 
Picture by courtesy of 
Yorkshire Evening Press. 


Geoffrey Arter 
on the difficulties of the handi- 


capped in finding suitable 
employment. (A list of the 
questions and the answers 


given by the Panel is available 
from the Wales Regional Office 
as are copies of the speeches 
made by the main speakers.) 


The Conference ended with 
a sincere vote of thanks from 
Regional Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee Chairman Trevor Rees, 
who called for a working party 
to be set up to look into the 
ways and means of more effec- 
tively communicating with 
statutory bodies. This was 
seconded by Ian Dawson- 
Shepherd, a member of the 
Executive Council of The 
Spastics Society. 


THE exhibition area at the 
conference crowded with 
delegates buying jewellery 
and Spastics cards, and 
looking at the Spastics 


Pool and Newton Aijids 
stands. 


them to a fuller life, then we 
taised their ~expectations of 
financial employment, only to 
see them sharing with the 


| flexible foam cushions 
a to the upholstery trade 
a and allied industries 


= “Lord Parry 


The 


intro- 
duced Lord Parry of Neyland 


Chairman then 


NAN 
ate 


yi BOUGHTON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 


| and explained that at very 
short notice he had agreed to 
deputise for Mr Barry Jones, 


| MP, who was unable to be 3 
~ BOUGHTON, Nr OLLERTON, NOTTS with us through Ministerial 
pressures. 


go 
uz Be EPHONE » MANSFIELD 860888 
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National Breakdown Recovery Club 
THE GET YOU AND YOUR CAR HOME SERVICE 


21A CLAREMONT, BRADFORD BD7 1BB. Tel No: 0274 28257 


Member CBI @ Underwritten in the London Insurance Market 


Lord Parry dealt in depth 
with the economic problems 
| of the country, emphasising 


that as Britain sinks deeper in 
the rut so do charities, Britain 
had been living beyond her 
=D. F. HOBERN [ means for years, he said, and it 
/ 
Designers and Manufacturers. of 
EEC was affected by world 
PRECISION MOULDS AND TOOLS | recession, he said. The reduc- 
TO THE PLASTICS INDUSTRY | tion in the gross domestic pro- 
sion. 
There was a lot of talent in 
the community, said Lord 
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The first and largest National Accident/Major Breakdown recovery 
organisation. After accident or major breakdown immobilisation, we 
take you and your car either home or on to your intended destination 
free. 98% of our recoveries are complete with driver and passengers 
and the average time in getting to our member is less than two hours 


was essential that we now get 
back into balance. Wales as 
| duct has meant lost job oppor- 
tunities in Wales and loss of 


part of the UK and part of the 
resouc;ces which prevent expan- 


\ Injection and Compression Moulds 1-67 to 32 OZ, 

a Blow Moulding Tools @ Extrusion Dies @ Special Equipment 
fas 
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: FRYER WORKS, ABERCROMBY AVENUE, 


HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS. Telephone High Wyeomha ee 


Write or phone for details now 
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New Fibreglass Battery-Powered Invalid 


Vehicle with Auto-Styling 
The ‘BATRICAR’, anew four-wheeled electrically driven invalid 
vehicle with an auto-styled rieepiass, body, is announced by 
Braune of Stroud. Available in green, blue, yellow or white, 
with self-sealing tubeless tyres, lights and a choice of controls, 
the BATRICAR costs under 10p per week (0.25 dollars) torun — 
even when used daily. ; ; 
The new vehicle resembles a smal! car, yet is narrow enough to 
clear a normal 30 inch (76 cm.) doorway. The standard model is 
powered by a conventional 12y automotive battery, and has a 
12-mile (20 km.) range atits top speed of 4 m.p.h. (6km/h.). The 
provided charger recharges the batteries overn ight. from ~ 
household mains. The BATRICAR has ample power to climb 
1-in-4 gradients or a 4 inch (10 cm.) kerb and travels smoothly 
over rough terrain. ‘ : 
Controls are simple: a forward/off/reverse lever on the steering 
tiller provides infinitely-variable speed control; to brake, simply 
depress the spri ng-loaded tiller. Different controls are available 
for different handicaps. The BATRICAR has alow foot-platform 
and a flat seat whose arms can be raised vertically to allow easy 
access for the driver. The vehicle can also be wansported in the 
rear of an estate car or on a trailer. ; 
eng and repairs can be handled by any local garage using 
standar automotive parts. The drive unit under the seat-is 
enclosed in the hinged fibreglass housing for easy access. 
Optional accessories include 4 fibreglass bonnet, wheeled 
shopping bag, er unP hitches and trailers. A completely water- 
Proof bubble top will be available shortly. 
Further information from: 


BRAUNE OF STROUD 
Griffin Mill, Thrupp =~ as 
Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2AzZ 
England 

Telephone: Brimscombe 2243 


oe en 


For real horse power 


with efficiency 
and economy specify 


Dorman Diesels 


WX Bi" sna ike copy 


Dorman Diesels Ltd 


Tixall Road Stafford England Telephone (0785) Stafford 3141 


Per ci 
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AUGUST and a victor’s smile from Andrew Buntin, 21, as he holds aloft the Boreham 


Cup he won for being the competitor showing the greatest endeavour during the Nor- 
thern Counties Games, the fore-runner of the International Spastics Games, held in 
France. Patron of the Society, the Duchess of Kent, opened the unique Churchtown 
Farm Field Studies Centre at Lanlivery Cornwall, and talks to one of the keen students, 
Anthony Williams, 14, from Cheshire, about his nature project. 


LUCILLE Balfour, of 
Easton, Bristol, received a 
£2,600 cheque from the 
Spastics Pool, ‘and the 
presentation was shown in 
the October issue—just one 
of the many Pool prize- 
Winners we showed 
throughout the year. 


Sa 


SEPTEMBER: Juli 


me 


e Wilkinson, 11, of Hartlepool, Co 


Durham, had something special to celebrate, for despite 
being handicapped in both legs she passed her cycling 
proficiency test with a 100 per cent score. Mark Kaplan, 
during his 46-mile sponsored run for Plymouth’s Treng- 


wealth Spastics Centre, pauses for breath. 


NOVEMBER is the month of the Society’s Annual General Meeting which brings 


together delegates from all over the country. This year they were addressed by Sir 
Harold Wilson. The first ever National Spastics Gymkhana was held in the Royal 
Riding School at Buckingham Palace by permission of the Queen. : 


Mark is 70! 


= 
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.. A LOOK BACK TO REMEMBER 


OCTOBER, and unbeliey- 
ably after a summer of sun 
it rained when the Society 
held its City of London flag 
day, but it didn’t deter 
Lord Mayor, Sir Lindsay 
Rigg, from strolling over 
from the Mansion House to 
talk to Society Chairman 
Dorrien Belson. 


% 


DECEMBER issue had an in-depth feature on Northern 
freland by Liz Cook who visited the war-torn Province to 
discover how the handicapped fare during The Troubles. 
In many ways ‘it’s work as usual,’ and here occupational 
therapist Rosemary Mulholland helps Seamus McKenna, 
aged five, with his mother, Kathleen, at the Craigavon 


Clinic. 


Cleveland will miss Bill 


Martin 


HIS many friends 
over the country were sad to 
hear of the sudden death of 


Bill Martin, Chairman -of 
Cleveland Spastics Society, on 
November 28. He was 73. Mr 
Martin, a widower, had a 
spastic daughter, Joyce, and 
was a founder member of the 
Cleveland  Spastics Society 
before The Spastics Society 
itself had been formed. He 
Spent some time as a member 
of the: Executive Council, and 
for’ many years was active, 
both locally and nationally, on 
behalf of. spastic people. He 
Was a member of the Regional 


from all 


Co-ordinating Committee. 

At the funeral service on 
December 2 it came as a sur- 
prise to learn of Bill Martin’s 
many other activities, for he 
seemed to give his all to every- 


thing he undertook for the 
Society. He was a_ local 
preacher and trade unionist, 


and also engaged in hospital 
visiting and social service 
work. All these activities were 
well represented at the service, 
and his passing will leave a 
void that will be difficult to 
fall. 


The Regional Co-ordinating 
Committee was represented by 
Mr J. W. Crosby, and The 
Spastics Society by the senior 
regional officer (north east), Mr 
M. C, James. 


With the compliments 


of 
Blackhorse Road Letchworth 8G6 1HR Hertfordshire 
Telephone: Letchworth 04626 71417 


and 


Kirk Sandall Doncaster DN3 1LL Yorkshire 
Telephone: Doncaster 883131 


Sdle U.K, Concessionaires for: 


| 


CIVIL ENGINEERING EQUIPMENT 


{ 


/ 


Why not take a package holiday with the 


HAVE you begun to think 
about next year’s - holiday? 
The Recreational Services 


Department of The Spastics 
Society is operating a compre- 
hensive series of package holi- 
days (all: for one ~:week) 
throughout summer °77, begin- 
ning in May with a holiday to 
Spain by air, and a cultural 
tour to Holland. Other ventures 
include an adventurous week 


in the City of. Lancaster, a 
series of holiday to Butlinland 
at Pwllheli and Minehead and 
an old favourite—the annual- 
camping holiday at Woodlarks 
in Farnham, Surrey.' The sea- 
son will end in September with 
two separate holidays .to the 


Belgian coastal resort of 
Ostend. 
/Recreational Services will 


shortly be publishing it’s 1977 


Society this year: 


holiday brochures. If you do 
not already receive copies and 
would like to, please write or 
telephone as soon as possible 
to Sally Nicholls, The Spastics 
Society’s Holiday Officer, at 12 
Park Crescent, London, WIN 
4EQ. Tel 01-636 5020 ext 209. 


Connoisseurs in Adaptations for 
Car Conversions 


DONALD MILLER 


& SONS 


Spring Street, Brighouse, Yorkshire 
Telephone: 2222/3 


CONTRACTORS TO M.O.H. 


; PRE oe wat niee 
rx 
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orbit 


controls 


for Advanced concepts 
in industrial electronics 


ORBIT CONTROLS LTD, 
LANSDOWN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
CHELTENHAM GLS5?7 8PL 


Telephone: 0242-26608 
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All holidays will be for 30 
people including helpers—per- 
sonal help will be available 
when needed. As many wheel- 
chair users as possible will be 
accommodated and holiday 
applications will - be  con- 
sidered from all spastic adults 


THE GARWOOD HOTEL 


12 VICTORIA DRIVE, BOGNOR REGIS 


This new 16 bedded Hotel was opened just 
before Christmas to provide holiday and 


short 


stay accommodation ' for 


spastics, 


primarily in the South East Region. 


For further details and Booking Forms, please apply to the 
Manager Jack Simmons. 


Telephone BOGNOR REGIS 20635 


fl 


Pollards 


DAY CLEANERS 
AND FRESH SHIRT 
SERVICE 


SAME DAY OR 
24-HOUR SERVICE 


31 CHELTENHAM CRES, HARROGATE, 
YORKSHIRE. Tel: Harrogate 65590 
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‘Captain’ leaves Daresbury Hall on 


a steady course 
for the future 


IN his youth Mr Fred 
Bellman, retiring war- 
den of the Society’s 
Daresbury Hall Centre, 
always wanted to be a 
ship’s captain. Later 
he decided instead to 
take up a career of 
helping the mentally 
handicapped. ‘Dares- 
bury Hall has been my 
ship, he told Spastics 
News. — 

In a sense, the jobs of 
captain and warden are 
much alike. Both call for 
an ability to get on with 
people, considerable 
administrative talents and 
the flair for adapting to 
unforeseen circumstances. 

He retired at the end of 
December after nearly 18 
years’ service with The 
Spastics Society, and 
handed over the helm to 
his deputy, Mr F. Osman, 
who has been at the centre 

since 1962. 


‘Alice’ link 


Daresbury Hall is a large. 


Victorian house standing ‘in 
16} acres of land, near War- 
rington, Cheshire. It was 
bought by the Seciety in 1959 
for conversion into a 
dential centre for spastic 
adults, the third to be opened 
within seven years. The village 
_ of Daresbury is famous for its 


associations with Lewis Car- 
roll, creator of ‘Alice in 
Wonderland.’ His father, the 


- Rey Dodgson, was Vicar of 
Daresbury and as a child, the 
writer must often have played 
in the grounds of the ‘big 
house.” His name is com- 

- memorated ‘in the — centre’s 
‘Lewis Carroll Therapy Unit. 


Mr Bellman came to Dares-, 


bury Hall ‘with the builders’ 
in February 1959, and the 
following June welcomed the 
first five residents, one of 
Soon, 
- with the opening of the eight- 
bedded Rose Villa for the 
more independent, numbers 
gradually increased to 21—all 


resi- — 


‘Society, 


male. A new extension was 
built in 1964 and girls were 
admitted. Now it is a 70-bed 
unit — the largest. of the 
Society’s residential centres. 
In the early days there were 
many residents who had spent 
years in subnormality hos- 
pitals. Nowadays new arrivals 
come straight from  Spastics 
Society schools such as Mel- 
dreth Manor, Irton Hall and 
Ingfield Manor. Ages range 
from .16 to 54 and the differ- 
ent generations seem to get 
on well together. 
‘Chronological age doesn’t 
matter much here, said Mr 


Bellman, ‘Except that the older - 


ones tend to be more stable 


and can help the youngsters to ° 


settle down.’ 

Mr Bellman was born in 
Hull where his father worked 
in the docks. He spent over 
four years in the Merchant 
Navy. mostly on oil tankers. 
and has been round the world 
three. times. In the mid- 
1930s, tired of constant travel, 
he took a job ashore looking 
after mentally handicapped 
patients in hospital. He became 
very interested in the work but 
when war came he had to go 
back to sea. For part of the 
war he served in the Royal 
Naval Rescue Service and has 
been rescuing people in one 
way or another ever since. 

After the war he worked 
for the National Association 
for the Mentally Handicapped 
and took charge of a rehabili- 
tation unit in East Yorkshire 
for physically able but edu- 
cationally subnormal adults. 
This was followed by a similar 
post on a large farm in Devon. 
In 1959 he joined The Spastics 
Society. 

Mrs C. A. Clifton, now the 
Society’s principal _ officer, 


liaison with local authorities, . 


was then responsible for the 


administration from  head- 
quarters of all schools and 
centres. She recalls with 


amusement the day Mr Bell- 
man was interviewed at Dares- 
bury Hall along with other 
prospective wardens, 

“The late Jean Garwood, a 
founder-member of the 
and 1 -interviewed 
them in arctic conditions. The 
builders were im possession, 


a 


JEAN CLEASBY 


(Secretarial Agency ) 


FULL, PART TIME & TEMPORARY STAFF 
ALSO TYPING, DUPLICATING-ELECTRONIC 
STENCIL CUTTING SERVICE 


. 8 Hawarden.Avenue, Morecambe, Lancs LA4 5RG 
Telephone 0524 414983 
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A complete service to archery 
in education 


Free informative catalogue, training film on 
free loan, mobile sales 


Perris 


2 
w 


Archery 


Products 


For sound guidance, advice and the best in equipment 


Contact : 


Perris Archery, 


‘Leisurewear House, Leeds Road, Ilkley, Yorkshire. 


Tel: 


Iikley 66402, Telex : 517067 
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PICTURED at the farewell party for Mr F. W. Bellman, retiring warden of the 
Society’s Daresbury Hall Centre, are, left to right, Mrs R. M. Osman, Mr F. Osman, 
who is taking .over as the new warden, Mrs S. Forster, senior houseparent, Mr Bellman 
and Mrs B. Bellman. He was presented with stereo equipment as a retirement gift from 


staff and residents, 


the only seats available were 
planks supported by 
drums, and heat was provided 
by a workman’s brazier. Mr 


Bellman showed no surprise at 
the unusual surroundings—far 
removed from the dignified 
hospital setting he had come 
from — nor at the two 
Eskimos confronting him. He 
managed to produce enthu- 
siasm for the new job in a sub- 
zero temperature and seemed 
undaunted by all the problems 
ahead, Daresbury Hall has 
never been free of builders 
since, for Mr Bellman had a 
way of turning an idea into a 
reality . before. headquarters 
staff have had time to leave 
London.’ 


No stress 


Mr Bellman _ himself 
explained to Spastics News 
that his aim has always been 
to create a non-stressful atmo- 
sphere at Daresbury Hall 
which allows residents to find 
their. own feet, without hav- 
ing to measure up to anything. 
Means of communication have 
had to be developed which 
would overcome not only 
speech difficulties but also 
mental limitations. Gradually 
the residents become more 
aware of their own. abilities, 
more socially adaptable and 
some of them less dependent. 
Many have been able to move 


oil 


Ashfield 


Hydraulic 


Cylinder 


Picture by courtesy of Warrington Guardian. | 


on from the centre. to hostel 
life and jobs in open employ- 
ment. But it is a long haul 
and Mr Bellman is full of 
praise for the way.in which 
his staff go about their task. 

‘The houseparents deserve a 
medal as big as a frying pan,’ 
he said. 

The work is not only 
physically exhausting, it is also 
an emotional strain, for the 30 
houseparents must be able to 
live at the residents’ level of 
understanding. They not only 
have to create entertainment 
but also join in activities with 
the residents. There is great 
loyalty among the staff, some 
of whom have been with Mr 
Bellman right from the begin- 
ning. 

In an emergency everyone 
is ready to take over some- 
body else’s job and even the 
cleaners build up close 
relationships with the - resi- 
dents. The employees either 
live with their own families in 
staff houses in the grounds or 
at some distance from _ the 
centre ‘I think it creates a 
more healthy atmosphere if 
staff can get right away from 
the job in their spare time,’ 
said Mr Bellman. 

Residents also keep in touch 
with the outside world by fre- 
quent visits from the families 
and by a large circle of local 
friends built up over the years. 
Although there is no formal 


Manufacturing 


Limited 
Manufacturers and 
Repairers of 
Hydraulic Rams and 
Cylinders to 


Customers’ 
requirements 


Comprehensive 
Machine Shop 
Capacity 

Also available for 
Production and Small 
Batch Machining 
Work 


OPEN FOR TENDER AND 
ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Carter Lane 
Shirebrook, 
Mansfield 
NG20 8UL 


Tel Shirebrook 
2866 and 2212 
STD 0623 85 
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League of Friends, 
the area have been outstand- | 


people in 


ingly generous with their ,sup- 
port for new. projects. In the 
space of 17 years an adapted 
44-seater coach, the residents’ 
recreation hall, with a covered 
way leading to it, and a further 
education classroom have all 
been provided at no cost to 
The Spastics Society. . The 
latest project was a heated 
swimming pool and there is 
money in the bank to pay for 
covering it in. 


Local help 


All these items cost many 
thousands of pounds and Mr 
Bellman has been the driving 
force behind the various fund- 
raising efforts. He said: ‘I 
should like to put on record 
my' thanks. to local people for 
their support over the years.’ 

Further education classes 
for the residents are financed 
by voluntary contribution. Art 
and domestic science lessons 
are also given and a 
beautician comes in regularly 
to show the girls how to make 
the best of themselves. 

These activities, together 


With crafts and sub-contract 


assembly work carried out in 
the therapy unit, give the resi- 
dents an opportunity to get 
away from the residential 
block during the day and thus 
a sense of ‘going out to work.’ 

ANNE PLUMMER 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Gift for 
the other 
Wolves.. 


WOLVES’ footballer Steve 
Kindon is godfather to a 
spastic child, so when he 
was asked to nominate a 
charity to receive the £275 
proceeds of a darts match 
between Wolves players 
and Leyland car workers, 
he immediately thought of 
Wolverhampton and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society. He 
went along to a_ group 
meeting to hand over the 
cheque in person to Chair- 
man, Mr G. E. Robinson. 

A further £126 was raised 
at the .- group’s. annual 
Christmas Fair which was 
visited by one of the pat- 
rons, Nick Budgen MP and 
his wife. 


Walking a 


swimming trio — 


BASINGSTOKE 
Nathan. Crowley, 
Lee and Alan Frost. 
are all expert swimmers and 
they decided to put their 


schoolboys 
11, and Gary 


aquatic skills to good use by ~e 


helping the handicapped. 


First they trudged round 
the estate where they live, 
knocking on doors and asks 


ing people to sponsor them, 
They then performed their 
marathon feat in a school pool. 
where Gary Swam:27° lengths’ 


and Nathan 25. Alan, who had - 


learnt to swim only a few 


months before. 
lengths. 
Finally the 


they made 


rounds of their sponsors again, 


achieved nine 


and collected, £30 for the Bas=. . 


-ingstoke Spastics Society. 


WAFERS 
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Repairs — E 


or 
Services 


BEARD BROS 


LIMITED 3 
ROSSWAY DRIVE,” 


LITTLE BUSHEY LANE, | _ 


BUSHEY, | 
HERTS. 01-950 2306 © 
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B.A.S.S. 
Pps. 


Limited . 


SOUTHAM 
LEAMINGTON SPA 
WARWICKSHIRE 


Telephone Southam 2081 | 


CONSTRUCTIONAL 


ENGINEERS 
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How to help 
disabled | 


riders” 


~ THE Diamond Riding Centre 
for the Disabled, founded in 
1974 bya. London Mounted 
~ Policeman and his wife, has 
~ now published a- layman’s 
“guide to disability, for the use 
eof voluntary helpers at riding 


~ lists the various most common 
types of handicap and_ the’ 
4 _ Ways in which those affected 
may be helped to obtain maxi- 
- mum benefit from riding. 
__ ‘Guide to Riding’ by Joan 
Bicknell, MD, MRC Psych, 
: Henn, MCSP and 
_ ‘June Webb, costs 20p, plus 8p 
_ postage and packing and is 
> available from ‘The Diamond 
~ Riding: Centre for the Handi- 
“capped, Woodmansterne Road, 
-Carshalton, Prey SMS 4DT, 


‘> 
7 
rs 
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a A ‘diding 
good idea 


SOUTHAMPTON photo- 
aphers Mr John Jack and his 
fe Carmen have devised a 
ovel fund-raising 
ocal handicapped © children, 
They have offered free portrait 


‘The Gampeunon is 
; ganised by Southampton and 
- District Spastics Association. 


, #5. 


being 


‘SHAPE’ is a new project to 

_ bring artists into contact with 
people who may need a little 
more colour and imagination 
in their lives. On, the one hand 
there are: (painters, dancers, 
actors, -poets, musicians./and 
_ photographers who are willing 
to use their talents for the 
good of the community. On 
‘the other hand there are hos- 
pitals, day and_ residential 

_ centres (including those for 
the disabled), factories and 
prisons where these talents 

_ can be used to, create a more 


p stimulating atmosphere. 
‘Shape’, a non-profitmaking 
"agency sponsored by the 


_Calouste Gulbenkian Founda- 
tion, aims to-provide-a link 
betyeen, the two. The, organ- 
isers feel that the arts can be 
used in many fields to aid 
communication, to, extend 
‘physical awareness and as 
_ Sheer. enjoyment. 

Shape” is not attached to 
any, professional organisation 
- and |thus allows the artist free- 
dom to develop his individual 
- apptoach to a particular need. 
The project will continue work 
"previously carried out under 
the auspices of Westminster 
Hospital and the Leverhulme 
Trust, of using artists in vari- 
ous hospital settings (fot 
example, ‘Movement to Music’ 
lessons for Thalidomide child- 


sessions for the disabled. This 


‘idea for - 


Nice things happen when you 
helong to the Spas tics Pool 


| I DON’T believe it! Mrs 
Patricia Daye, of Fairfield 
Road, Bulwark, Chepstow, 
pictured below, took some 


convincing that she had 
won the first prize of a 
Rover 3500 in the Motor 
Show Competition. It was 
some time after Roy Laver, 
Director, Top Ten, and 
John Gardiner, executive 
manager, dividends, had 
broken the news that Mrs 
Daye was able to catch her 
breath and express her 
delight—and the moment 
‘was captured by our 
Ene ee Neh, Tony 
Veater. 


ae eroup brings — 


colour into drab 


lives 


ren). This proved so success- 
ful that many of the projects 
undertaken are now being 
financed by the hospitals con- 
cerned. 

‘Shape’s London office will 


keep a register of artists and, 


artistic therapists, provide a 
meeting place where clients 
and artists of all disciplines 
can exchange ideas and_pro- 
vide workshop. space. The 
organisation will try to obtain 
sponsorship from charities or 


commercial firms for indt- 
vidual projects. 
Further details from Gina 


Levete, Shape, 44 Earlham 
Street, London, WC2H 9LA. 


Children see how 


money was spent 


PUPILS of Trentham High 
School have raised £700 for 
the North Staffordshire Spas- 
tics Association’s new day 
centre in Stoke-on-Trent. The 
money was spent on kitchen 
equipment and senior boys and 
girls from. the school were 
invited to see the bright orange 
cabinets and storage units 
which had been installed at the 
centre. 


Se 


ie 


"FLETCHER & HAMILTON 
- GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Fletcher & Hamilton Engineering Co Ltd 
Fletcher & Hamilton (Designs ) Ltd 
Fletcher, & Hamilton ( Plastigs ) Ltd 

F & H Precision Co 

INGSDITCH TRADING ESTATE 


'HELTENHAM, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
| Be Phone: CHELTENHAM 3461? and 20621 
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MRS Edna Roberts was obviously delighted when she 
received the keys of her new 1000 cc Mini from Councillor 
R. O. Jones at a special presentation at the Halfway 
House, Portdinorwic. Mrs Roberts, of Capel Craig, 
Penrhos, Bangor, was one of the car winners in a Charm 
Girl competition for supporters of the Spastics Pool. 


COMEDIAN Larry Marshall, who is President of the 
Scottish Stars Organisation for Spastics, handing over a 
first dividend cheque for £400 to Mrs E. White, of Lande- 
mer Drive, Glasgow, at the Mill Hotel, Rutherglen. 


| 


ANOTHER Scottish winner, Mrs R. Allen, of Cairn 


Circle, Lincluden, received her first dividend cheque for. 
£400 from Mr Frank Crosbie, Chairman of the Dumiries | 
Also featured are, from left to right, Mr 


Spastics Centre. 
A. 8tothers, collector, and supervisor Mr Armstrong. 


EXPRESS HOTEL 
Calella (Spain) 


Happy 1977 to all of you who have stayed 
with us in the past years-and hoping 
to see you again soon. 
JAIME and JO 


P.S. Don’t forget your sun tan oil 
SN Jan39 
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Seminar probes 
future role of 
community care 


EACH year the Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy 
Society organises an inter- 
national seminar at Univer- 
sity College, Oxford. to 
discuss a major topic con- 
cerning the handicapped. 
The meeting in 1977 on 
‘The Future of the Handi- 
capped in’ Urban Civilisa- 
tion’ will debate the many 
facets of community care. 
The architects of com- 
munity care envisaged a 
primary care service which 
would cater for. the needs 
not only of the able-bodied 
but also the handicapped 
in a given population. But 
what is community care? 
Does it fulfil this function, 
or has it become the last 
refuge for those whom our 
institutions have rejected? 

The Seminar, to be held 
from March 28 to April 2, will 
be of interest to those work- 
ing for voluntary bodies, local 
authorities, central govern- 
ment and the Area Health 
Boards, since a well run com- 
munity care service should 
rely, not only upon the work 
of professional trained people, 
but upon the volunteer also. 
No less important is the voice 
of the consumer, since if the 
service is to be truly effective 
it must cater for the needs of 
the particular community it 
serves, including both its able- 
bodied and handicapped mem- 


bers. 

The papers, it is hoped, 
will be controversial and 
provide a springboard 
discussions for which ample 
time will be allowed on 
the programme. The fol- 


lowing have already agreed 


to give papers at the meeting: 


Dr Eva Alberman, sige 


for 


Research Unit—Guy’s Hos 
pital, London, ‘Prevention of 
Congenital Handicap’; Dr. J. 
A. D. Anderson, Department 
of Community Medicine— 
Guy’s Hospital, ‘Community 
Aspects of Rehabilitation’; 
Msgr Michael Azzopardi, 
Director—Residential Homes 
for the Handicapped, Malta, 
‘Beyond the - Welfare State’; 
Prof Gerald Caplan, Profes- 
sor of Psychiatry—Harvard 
Medical School, USA, ‘The 
Organisation of Mental Health 
in the Community’; Dr R. H. 
Jackson, Consultant Paedia- 
trician—Royal Victoria Infirm- 
ary, Newcastle, ‘The Relation- 
ship of Accidents to Acquired 
Handicaps’; Dr Ronald 
MacKeith, Director—Medical 
Education and Information 
Unit, The Spastics . Society, 
UK, ‘The Community Paedia- 
trician’; Miss Margaret Mor- 
gan, Controller of -Personal 
Social Services—The Spastics 
Society. UK, ‘Confidentiality in 
Public Relations’; Mr Geoftrey - 
Swan, Inspector of Schools— 
Queensland Dept of Education, 
Australia, ‘Cows Lay Bottles of 
Milk Like Geese Lay Golden 
Eggs—Integration of Physi- 
cally Handicapped into the 
Australian Community’; Prof 
Peter Townsend, Department 
of Sociology—University of 
Essex, UK, ‘Philosophy — of 
Financial Assistance for the 


‘Handicapped.’ 


Participation in the Seminar 
will be by invitation only and 
will be limited to 100 people. 
The working language of the 
Seminar will be English. The 
cost per delegate will be £50, 
this inchides registration fee, 
accommodation and meals. 

Applications should be sent 
to: Mrs Anita Loring, Seminar 
Director, ICPS, SA Netherhall 
Gardens, London NW3. 


Modern Vehicle 


Constructors Ltd 


DARWIN CLOSE, READING, RG2 ORW 
TEL: 0734 81654 


Van Conversions for the transporting 
of invalid wheelchairs 
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MORTON BOND 
& CO 


Removals e Deliveries 
Light Haulage, Etc 


Long distance removals to and from 
Birmingham at competitive rates 


FREE QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST 


Tel: 021-706 9302 
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Mother's petition on The homely touch Surgery to. 
transport help for 


moderately disabled 


THERE are many 
moderately disabled 
people who do not 
qualify for the Attend- 
ance or Mobility 
Allowance, but who 
are unable to work. 
With the ever increas- 
ing cost of travel by 
public transport, their 
lives are becoming 
more and more re- 
stricted. 

Judith Crawshaw, 30, 
from Blackpool, is one of 
those people. She is 
epileptic and spastic with 
no use in one arm and 
some leg disability. 
Because of her handicaps, 
she has never been able to 
work. She has always 
enjoyed a shopping trip 
into the town centre from 
her home on the. outskirts 
of Blackpool, but she can 
no longer afford the fare. 

Her widowed mother has 


organised a petition for con-. 


cessionary fares on public 
transport for Judith and others 
like her. The petition, signed 


by over 600 people, has been 


presented to Mr Peter Blaker, 
MP for Blackpool South. 

Mrs Crawshaw stresses that 
she is not against the increased 
pensions and mobility Sllow- 
ances for the very severely 
handicapped. 

‘Of course they need them 
desperately, she said. ‘But 
surely the more lightly affected, 
mobile, yet unable to work 
deserve some help in getting 
about.’ 

Mrs. Crawshaw, who has 
worked for Blackpool and 
Fylde Spastic Group since 
Judita was a baby, believes 
that in some areas the younger 
moderately disabled receive the 
same transport concessions as 
senior citizens. 

The Blackpool group would 
be interested to have details 
from Spastics News readers of 
how many local authorities do 
help the disabled in this way. 


pacing faeces 
for mini-bus 


THE annual cheese and wine 
party held by Mr and Mrs 
Terry Brooks this year raised 
£462 for Norfolk and Norwich 
Spastics Association. The 
money will go towards a mini- 
bus for the group. 


O.M.E. 


F amily-style life at 
Eastbourne hostel 


HOUSEPARENTS 
Michael Manvers, Janet 
Hockley and Jackie Hunter 
play with two of the handi- 
capped children at the new 
Sorrel Drive Hostel, East- 
bourne, Sussex. The 
specially-designed home for 
24 mentally and physically 
handicapped children was 


REPAIRS TO PALLETS A SPECIALITY 


Timber Importers . 
Manufacturers of Pallets and 
Packing Cases 


THE OWNERS OF 


THE MIDDLESBROUGH ESTATE LTD 


CARGO FLEET TIMBER YARDS, MIDDLESBROUGH, CLEVELAND. 
Telephone: (0642) 42657 (two lines) 
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built by The Spastics 
Society at a cost of 
£173,000. The Society has 
now handed over the pro- 
ject to East Sussex County 
Council which will.pay the 
running costs. 

The hostel consists of 
three houses, each ‘provid- 
ing a family-type home for 
eight children, linked to a 
central area with com- 
munal facilities. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Eastbourne Herald. 


eeetuin flightac. 


FOR the second time in a 
year the Spastics Darts League 
of Fencehouses. Darlington. 
has donated £210 to the Sun- 
derland Spastics Society. 


MP's S cite in 
for spastics 


Parliamentary 
team — they call 

the Westminster 
fierce 


AN _ all-party 
football 
themselves 
Wanderers 
political differences when they 
took the field at the National 
Sports Arena at Crystal Palace, 
London, on Saturday, Decem- 
ber 11, to play their first inter- 
national match against a Bel- 
Parliamentary, eleven. 


forgot 


gian 
Souvenir 
sold 
Society. 


programmes were 


in aid of The - Spastics 
The Wanderers were formed 
in February 1974. They got 
off to an inauspicious start 
With a series of losses. but, last 
season, things’ looked up and 
they won half their matches. 


“— | cure ‘moans 


and groans 


A PANEL of experts came 
under fire at the AGM of 
the Friends of Liverpool 
Spastics as delegates kept 
up a steady barrage of 
questions from the floor on 
all aspects of cerebral 
palsy. - - 

The panel, chaired by ~ 
Nicholas Peake, of BBC Radio 
Merseyside, consisted of Dr 
Millicent Regan, member of 
The Spastics Society’s Execu- 


tive Council. who works for the 


social services pensions depart- 
ment; Miss K. Darby, regional — 
officer; Miss. C. Walker, educa- 
tionist and psychologist; Mr | 
D. Cheetham, deputy director — 
of social services for 
pool; and Dr L. Rosenbloom, - 
consultant paediatrician. : 
Questions covered education, — 
welfare, employment, the in- 
volvement of able-bodied _ 
youngsters with the handi- | 
capped and many other topics. 
As a result of the interest 
shown, the Friends of Liver- — 
pool Spastics. are holding a 
special ‘Moan and Groan Sur- — 
gery’ at Alder Hey Chita 
Hospital. 


They played to 
aid Peterborough — 


PETERBOROUGH and Dis if 
trict. Spastics Society, has Te ‘ 
ceived £400: from the} Railway i 
Inn, = Gtiyhirn. Customers: 
raised the money with darts | 
and dominoes tournaments, a 
other fune 2 


competition and, 


tions. - ae 


Cooking away your willpo wer 


FEELING somewhat jaded 
after the last few hectic weeks? 
Most of us are. and a little 
fatter than we should be, 
thanks to all those rich foods 
we enjoyed too much. 

Still, once New Year cele- 
brations are over, there is 


always spring to look forward 
to, 
time 
conscious ready 


and now is really the best 
to’ start getting figure- 
for all those 


W. Cross 


& CO LTD 


Established 1895 


@ Auctioneers 

@ House Furnishers 
@ Removers, Etc 

@ Carpets fitted 


THE EAST STREET AUCTION MART, 


NEWTON ABBOT 


Near Hospital. Telephone 5355 


lifetime of trouble-free service. 


Head Office: OAK STREET, NORWICH. Tel: 29337. 
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Lead the field in Patio Doors, Replacement W 


| = 


WINDOWS 


in So many ways Anglian can improve your living conditions, 
make your home lighter, brighter, warmer. The superb range 
of Anglian products, all manufactured from Satin finish ano- 
dised aluminium, require no maintenance and will give you a 


Branches throughout the country. Consult the Yellow Pagas. 


’ 


With best wishes 


Marshall Pump 
Systems Ltd 


BRIDGE STREET, OLDHAM, LANCS 
TEL: 061-620 4221 


Distributors of a complete range of pumps 


Precision-made,available single 
or double glazed, Anglian Patio 
Doors will improve the appear- 
ance of your home, create a 
feeling-of spaciousness and 
light. 

Out with those old rust- 
ing or rotting window frames, 
in with superb Anglian Re- 
placement Windows, Many de- 
signs to choose from, a choice 


of single or hermetically sealed 
double glazed units. 
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light-wéight .clothes. 


Mind you, there are times 


When all but the strongest. in 
willpower will want to slide off 
the diet, and this is an excellent 
occasion to sample a genuine 
home-made chicken pie. 


CHICKEN PIE (serves 4) 
8 oz short-crust. pastry 

4 chicken portions, skinned 
1 oz home-produced butter 


2 oz British or Ulster bacoy 


1 carrot, diced 
1 onion, diced 
Bay leaf 
A few peppercorns 
A piece of blade mace 
1 teaspoon salt 
Water 
1 egg, beaten. 


Brown chicken joints in but- 


ter, add bacon, onion 


3 aa e 
TYME MUSIC LTD © 
Specialists in Guitar and Amplification for 


Professionals and Beginners 


Repairs undertaken to any instrument 


Department of Bateatan Members welcomed 


* 


30 Lawn Lane, Hemel Hempstead, Herts — 
Tel: Hemel Hempstead 65322 gx jan’ 


and 
carrot. Cook for two minutes. / (evenings). 


ie 


Just cover with water, Tie bay 
leaf, peppercorns and mace in 
a piece of muslin ‘and add té 
pan with the salt. Bring to the 
boil, simmer for about 45 min- 
utes or until tender. Remove 
herbs, place chicken joints and 
vegetables in a pie-dish, cover 
with liquor, cool. ‘Cover pie 
with pastry, using any pieces 
to make leayes for decoration, 
make a steam hole in | the 
middle. Brush with egg and 
bake 400 deg F, “Mark 6, fo 
36 minutes, reduce oven tel 
perature to 350 deg F, Mar kK 
for a further 15- 20 mint 
Coyer with a piece of 
greaseproof paper or foil 
way through cooking to pr 
vent pie from becoming tod 
dark. Serve _ with a__, greet 
vegetable, 4 


> 


Offers & Wants 3 


FOR sale: ‘Traveller’ élea 
tric wheelchair, new bat 
tery, tyres and electri¢ 
brake. Excellent condition: 
fitted lights, £250. , 
Prasher, 6 W, odmer 
Avenue, Croydo ore 
7PA. Tel 01-654 365! 
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READERS of  Spastics 
- News will remember John 
‘Hawkridge as‘ the spastic 
who climbs mountains and 
was a finalist in last year’s 
_ Achievement Awards. John 
_ (27) has climbed the lower 
part of the Eiger North 
Face, and last summer 
eecouplcted the gruelling 
‘Three Peaks of Yorkshire’ 
walk—25 miles and 5,000f¢t 
of climbing in 5714 hours. 
He says: ‘It was my third 
_ attempt—the first one last 
_ December ending in near 
~ disaster, and the second 
_ washed out with rain so 
that I got hypothermia’ 
_ (extreme cold). He adds: 


ae 


S _ first mountain — I knew 


Phefore undertaking any form 
eat climbing one must realise 
and accept that it is dangerous. 
Nothing must be done in haste, 
’ from the beginning remember 
 thatit may be the end. 

_. Having said this, there are 
_ ways in which the dangers can 
aa minimised’ or controlled. 


safety precautions 
government issued 
leaflets the handicapped person 
should, at least initially, con- 
sider the following points:— 
1 Try to walk with a few 
friends. : 
2 Choose popular routes. 
3 Research these routes for 
insurmountable — obstacles, 
eg, crags, very steep screes 


oy ¥6 or, fearful drops.. 
. "yt 4: Climb! only (in ‘’ good 
"weather conditions. 

__ § Have the best equipment. 
: = 6 Make sure that you are 
+ 7 mentally and physically fit 
_--~—s to:_ face the torment and 
pe agony about to come. 
7 Know = your capabilities 
ae and breaking point. 

$8 Get your reasons for 
oS climbing into perspective. 


Know why you want to 
climb that particular 
mountain and what you 
' intend to achieve by it. 
10 Pray. 

a Until your capacity to aes 
- mountains by various routes 1s 
"proved it is a zood idea to 
“walk with a few friends. either 
a party of between four and 
~ Six, or one reliable and t-usted 
friend.’ ‘This is easier said than 
done; f overcame this problem 
* by organising walks for friends 
Who were not familiar with 
- mountains. At any «given 
‘Moment you only need to be 
_acgompanied by ‘one friend, 
which gives the others a break, 
as it is quite difficult for a fit 
- person to walk slowly over 
rough ground for prolunged 


ra 
*» 
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‘I got sick of climbing that— 


‘enthusiasm, 


~ PRODUCTS 


every stone.’ 

In fact during his Decem- 
ber solo attempt, he nearly 
died: ‘I was descending a steep 
slope when I slipped and fell 
headlong. I had a heavy pack 
and part of the frame dug into 
the mud, trapping me beneath 
it, Three days before I had 
seen a mountaineering film in 
which the hero cut himself out 
of a tricky situation—and I 
had made a note to carry a 
knife. I managed to reach it, 
get it open and cut myself out 
of the pack. “I wouldn’t have 
lived 30 minutes in that cold.” 


Spastics News asked John, 


who lives in Leeds, to give tips’ 


to any readers who would liter- 
ally like to follow in his moun- 
tain foot-steps—the successful 
ones, that is. Here they 
are. 


How to tackle 
_ your Everest 


periods. It should be arranged 
that the fit people reach more 
than one summit and ail but 
one finish in advance of you. 
This should leave them in the 
same physical state as you at 
the end! Make your great 
which you must 
have, rub off on to them. 


Obstacles 


The obstacle most .ikely to 
defeat the handicapped- person 
walking alone is a stile or non- 
opening gate. The crossing of 
walls and fences can be 
extremely testing. However, 
if you are not alone these are 
much less of a problem as you 
will have the secure knowledge 
that someone is on hand if you 
get into a position where you 
are unable to move either way. 


As for screes and crags you’ 


must accept that in tight 
situations it is every man for 
himself and unless you have a 
rope, there may be no Lope of 
any assistance, not even in an 
emergency. There are now 
stone by stone guides avail- 
able for most of the mountains 
in Britain ,and you would be 
well advised to study these 
before planning a climb. They 
will warn of difficult screes, 
or routes oyer crags with fear- 
ful drops. Start with some- 
thing which is not too demand- 
ing, not over three miles to 
the summit and not unduly 
hazardous. Descend by the 
same route—you can do with- 
out unexpected changes in the 
terrain when you are at your 
limits, and also from a psycho- 
logical point you know what 


- remains and how difficult it is. 


This makes it more easy to 
adjust to the strain and time 
your final effort and possible 
collapse! 

It is unwise to climb in any- 
thing but perfect weather con- 


Yes, handicapped can climb mountains... 


Spastic on the summit 


John Hawkridge is pictured, triumphant (in spife of his 
aching feet) after completing the ‘Three Peaks of York- 
shire’ climb. 


ditions. Your _ waterproof 
clothing should only be worn 
in the event of an emergency, 
it is very difficult to walk in. 
Great heat is generated from 
within and before long you find 
yourself wet through, thus 
inducing hypothermia in any- 
thing but very warm con- 
ditions,. a risk you cannot 
afford to take any time. Among 
the greatest rewards of a climb 
are the magnificent views that 
are to be had; but only if con- 
ditions are good. Clouds are 
usually cold, wet places. 


Up to you 

if you have the best equip- 
ment available then the rest is 
up to yous The first essential 
requirement isa solid, water- 
proof and comfortable pair of 
climbing/walking boots. ] 
prefer the Hawkins ‘Scafell’ 
model which meets the above 
Specifications and also laces 
with *D’ rings which are more 
reliable than hooks for people 
who walk and climb in an 
unorthodox manner. ‘These 
should be a tight fit with at 
least two but possibly three 
pairs of thick woollen socks. 
You then require a cagoule, 
waterproof legwear, spare 
warm clothing and a light, 
comfortable haversack to carry 
them in. J prefer a long 
cagoule and leg gaiters as 
opposed to. overtrousers. 
Colour is a matter of personal 
choice, I prefer red because it 
is easily visible and it is a 
warm, aggressive colour, two 
qualities that could help your 
morale in an emergency. 

Mental fitness is as import~- 
ant as physical fitness« Many 
of my failures have been due 
to an inability to endure the 
stresses involved on that par- 
ticular occasion, not able to 


apply oneself to the task in 
hand. 


You really have to want 


Make. ybut car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 

quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
ee covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT . 
_ Tel; Brighouse 04 847 (STD) 70126 
- Ns TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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to succeed, does not 


happen. 

Learn your physical capa- 
bilities on obstacles at civilisa- 
tion level, there is no room for 
attempting the impossible on a 
mountain, Be sure of your 
capacity to stay the distance, 
failure either means death or 
an unwelcome mountain rescue 
operation. 

Get the climb into perspec- 
tive. Why do you want to 
climb that particular moun- 
tain? If you are trying to 
prove something, forget it, it 
is not only your own life you 
are playing with. 

What do you intend to 
achieve on this mountain? 
When | first started climbing 
it was to take colour slides of 
this superb scenery and views 
from the summit; now that is 
just one of the minor reasons. 

The last thing may seem a 
little odd for a ‘hard man’ of 
the mountains, but you will 


it just 


need to be at peace with the- 


world and yourself before you 
start if you are going to give 
your best. You must pray that 
you will have courage enough 
to know when you are beaten, 
and above all, your judgment 
must remain sound. 


The fells and mountains are 
there to be enjoyed by all who 
wish to frequent them. Above 
all you must enjoy what you 
are doing. I hope I have been 
able to encourage more handi- 
capped people to take to the 
hills and treat them in the 
serious manner in which they 
should be tackled. When you 
have climbed your first moun- 
tain you will surely sit back 
and know that your disability 
is only in the minds of others 
who are less aware of the true 
values in life. May the magic 
and mystery of the high peak 
continue to hold its spell over 
man. 


and 
LTD 
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. MILTON Keynes and District 


CENTRAL 
MINERALS 


Finding answers to 


footwear 


MOST people would agree 
that uncomfortable shoes 
more than any other item 
of clothing can reduce the 
pleasure in life. They can 
also have serious indirect 
effects on general health. 
For most of us the prob- 
lem really isn’t the feet 
themselves because these 
are reasonably comfortable 
when we are not wearing 
shoes. The difficulty is 
really in finding the right 
footwear for our bunions, 
corns, dropped arches, 
swollen feet or difficulties 
arising from disability—in 
short how to buy suitable, 
well- fitting comfortable 
shoes which will be help- 
ful both to us and to the 


‘Now and then’ 
charity workers 


Spastics Society runs a scheme 
called “Hardy Annuals’ for 
people who would like to help 
the cause but don’t want to 
get involved with regular 
meetings and group politics. 

The group keeps a list of 
such people who are asked to 
help with the occasional event 
such as a bazaar or patty, but 
need not become involved 
with regular activities unless 
they wish to do so. 


Upton Heath 
Motors Ltd 


LONG LANE, UPTON-BY-CHESTER 
Telephone Chester 23180 


For Discount Tyres 
Batteries, Oil, Ete 


problems 


people who look after us 
if we need to be looked 
after? 

Inquiries by the Disabled 
Living Foundation showed 
that, while footwear causes 
more problems than any other 
article of clothing, the wearers" 
themselves had few -ideas of 
what could be done and_ pro- 


fessional staffs were often 
unable to help. In particular 
there was little available 
information on sources of 
supply. 

Mrs Margaret Thornton, 


Clothing Adviser to the DEF, 


receives inquiries about foot- 


wear problems all the time. In 
‘Footwear—What to get and 
where to get it,’ she has 
assembled a 
information built up over 
several years and_ carefully 
updated, providing answers to 
most of the usual problems 
which people face when seek- 
ing shoes suitable for difficult 
feet. © 
health depends so much on the 
ability of their feet to keep 
them mobile—and disabled 


people whose problem feet are ~ 


an important factor in turning 
their disability into a handi- 


cap—will firid the book 
especially helpful. So will 
doctors, nurses, chiropodists, 


physiotherapists and families 
who have to cope with foot- 
wear difficulties. 

The book is available from . 
the Foundation at 346 Kensing- 
ton High Street, London W14 
8NS. Price 75p. 
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Burchell & 
Blackburn Ltd 


153-157 Heneage Road, Grimsby 


@ CAR AND COMMERCIAL REPAIR 
AND SERVICING 


@ 24hr BREAKDOWN SERVICE 
@ BODY BUILDING 
@ DIESEL AND PETROL SALES 


Reliable Prompt Service 


TRADING 


Telephone: 01987 5711 


Tel: 0472 41281 
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CENTRAL HOUSE, 
THOMAS ROAD, 
LONDON, E14 


Cables: Cenmintra 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION IN ITALY HAS REACHEL 
AN ALL-TIME HIGH, IF THE RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS OF THE RECENTLY PASSED SANITARY 
REFORM LAW ARE ANYTHING TO GO BY. 


EARLY TO GET TO 


WORK IN THIS EN- 


LIGHTENED NEW PHASE, FOR EXAMPLE, IS 


A CONSORZIO AT LODI, 


RESEARCH GROUP 


NEAR MILAN: A 
OF PSYCHOLOGISTS, 


SOCIAL WORKERS, TEACHERS AND DOC- 
TORS WHO STUDY ESSENTIALLY TOGETHER 
IN LOOKING AT EXISTING HANDICAPPED 


‘Nobody seems to give a damn’ 
500 handicapped children sit with nothing 


to do — not even any paper to write on = 


_ Special report from Sardinia 
hy Rosemary March 


THREE years ago, when 
1 first visited San 
Camillo, it may not 
have been the most 
impressive in Europe, 
but the centre cer- 
tainly showed that its 
administrators had 
come a long way ina 
short time. Occupa- 
tional therapist Janet 
Smith-Manzoni, who 
joined the teaching 
staff from Bath, 
Somerset, in the late 
1960s, spoke then with 
considerable optimism. 


She was being encour- 
aged to order Galt toys 
from _ England; to expect 
all the e equipment she asked 
for, including — specially- 
fitted chairs and wheel- 
chairs for the more serious 
cases. She watched morale 
rise daily throughout the 
establishment, and rejoiced 
in the stimulus of stretching 
the youngsters’ minds for 
the first time in their lives. 
Hitherto, spastic and brain- 
damaged children had 
received no education, 


Literary 
contest 


Cont from Page 1 


Nina Heycock, 27/33 Harring- 
ton Gardens, South Kensing- 
ton, London SW7 4JT. 

Categories and prizes are as 
follows: 
® Schoolchildren: Up to and 
including 11 years of age. 
Entries not to exceed 1,000 
words, _ The prizes will be 
£10 for the winner, with £5 
for the runner-up. 

@ Adolescents: Aged 
17 years. Entries to 
exceed 2,000 . words. The 
prizes will be £20 for the 
winner, with £10 for the 
runner-up. 

@® Adults: Aged 18 years and 
over. Entries not to exceed 
2,000 words. The prizes will 
be £30 for the winner, and £15 
for the runner-up. 

@ Poetry: Open to all age 
groups. No guide to length 
can be given, and any verse 
form can be used. Prizes will 
be £15 and the Lady Wilson 
cup for the winner, and £10 
for the runner-up. 

A special prize will also be 
presented by the Director of 
The. Spastics Society, Mr 
James Loring, for what he con- 
siders is the outstanding con- 
tribution among the runners- 
up. 

There will be an indepen- 
dent panel of judges. 


12 
not 


fo 


Printed by F. J. Parsons Ltd Ltd, 

Hastings, ‘and published by The | 

bpastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, 
F London WIN 4EQ, 


expected merely to sit 
down and keep quiet. 
Times at last were chang- 
ing, and everyone looked 
forward to an eyen livelier 
future. 


The distressing fact now 
is that the centre has been 
forced to turn back the 
clock. Ignorance is no 
longer the demon, how- 
ever: it is sheer lack of 
money. 

In a nation where. political 
tensions throb through every 
sector, only the big Itahan 
cities, or regions managed by 
the Communists, are the likely 
areas in which special educa- 
tion stands much chance of 
attracting attention... © Thus 
Sardinia plays no particularly 
vital role in any major poli- 
tician’s programme; nobody, 
it seems, gives-a damn about 
the ancient little island. Yet 
it has the unhappy distinction 
of carrying the highest rate of 
spasticity in Europe, mainly 
as a result of home confine- 
ments in remote villages; 
Cerebral damage after a diffi- 
cult delivery is seldom recog- 


nised by the country~ folk 
attending the births, and 
specialist medical help — 
assuming it’s called for— 


inevitably reaches the patient 
too late, 


Waiting list 


There is a long waiting list 
for places at San Camillo, the 
largest residential school in 
Sardinia, It is run by a mis- 
sionary order of priests. 
financed by central and 
regional grants, who obviously 
find making ends meet their 
greatest problem today. 

The situation is so bad that 
many children who can walk 
have had to sit on fruit boxes 
at lunchtime. beside their 
wheelchaired peers whose 
vehicles may well lack a leg 
rest, or table attachment. 
Occasionally, two or three 
sheets of paper and a few 
paints or crayons will appear 
in each classroom, all too soon 
used up. The staff try improvi- 
sation: but even old text or 
exercise books can’t be found. 
Since the younger pupils 
jlearned little through pre- 
school play during the past two 
years’ deprivation of materials, 
they destroy everything they 


‘Hands tied 


‘Pre-school work is crucial, 
yet we have no opportunity to 
offer a proper curriculum,’ 
explains Ms Smith-Manzoni. 


‘To teach a child colours, 
shapes, sizes, we must have 
consistent containers. blocks 
and so on. Of course, we do 
all we can to keep the work 
moving, but our hands are all 
but tied. 
Why don’t parents provide 
things? The vast majority 
| aren't im the slightest bit 


CENTRES IN THE AREA, TO PLAN HOW BEST 
TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF TREATMENT 
AND EDUCATION OF THEIR PHYSICALLY 
AND MENTALLY DISABLED CHILDREN. 

BUT IF LODI IS A SHINING EXAMPLE OF 
WHAT CAN HAPPEN IN THAT COUNTRY, 


THEN OUT-BACK REGIONS LIKE SARDINIA 
HAVE GRIM STORIES TO TELL ABOUT THE 
REVERSE SIDE OF THE COIN. THE RECESSION 
THERE CONTINUES TO HURT, AND THE 


i MAKE- SHIFT 2 awning on ihe beach? is a “classroom’ for the children of 
San Camillo. 


interested. When they pro- 
duce a disabled child in the 
family, they regard it as a dis- 
grace, perhaps retribution from 
God. They tend to dump him 
or her on the priests at the 
earliest moment—babyhood, if 
they can—and often refuse to 
have the child back in the 
holidays. Some of the San 
Camillo pupils. (aged four-18) 
don’t know what a _ potato 
unpeeled looks like, because 
they are so institutionalised.’ 

One bright spot on an other- 
wise hopeless teaching situa- 
tion has been the chance dur- 
ing the warmer months, to 
take children to the beach, six 
miles away. There. at the 
colony run by San Camillo 
(makeshift awning and wooden 
planks) at least the boys and 
girls can play: building with 
sand, counting and making 
patterns with stones, watch- 
ing water trickle through their 
fingers. 

Naturally. teachers have 
been tempted to carry back to 
school bagfuls of stones and 
sand for classroom use—‘but 
the cleaners would kick up a 
fuss,’ they shrug. 


Bleak 


Regional officials can give 
no promises about increased 


funds, and the outlook is 
bleak. However much they 
may wish to be released from 
their responsibilities, the 
priests of San Camillo are 
morally bound to keep the 
centre going—somehow. They 


could well be praying for some 
fresh local committee to look 
at their plight (more signifi- 
cantly, the plight of the child- 
ren), and take over the estab- 
lishment themselves. 
Meanwhile, the dull rou- 
tine at this white-painted, 
expensively-built complex 
plods on. After dressing 
each morning in a separate 


building, the youngsters are . 


driven by tractor in. an 
enclosed truck to the refec- 
tory for breakfast. School 
‘work’ begins at 9 am and 
goes on until lunchtime; 


after that, a rest, then three 
more hours in the class- 
rooms. For an hour and a 
half, the OT’s take group 
sessions, intended for paint- 


‘ing and clay modelling. 


Instead, these days, they 
must sing songs, or beg the 
use of the only ball in the 
school to learn to throw 
and catch. ‘It’s all so frus- 
trating, I could weep, says 


Charities criticised ford 
discouraging TV 


SARDS HAVE YET TO SEE THE TWO-YEARS- 
OLD REFORM LAW IN OPERATION ON THEIR _ 
THE WORST EXAMPLE OF A 
HANDICAPPED CENTRE WAITING FOR HELP — 
IS AT SAN CAMILLO, NEAR SASSARI, ON THE 
ISLAND. FOR SIX HOURS A DAY ITS 500 
PUPILS SIT WITH VIRTUALLY NOTHING TO 
DO. THEY HAVE, SIMPLY, RUN OUT OF 
MATERIALS. THERE ARE NO PAINTS, NO- 


PATCH. 


TOYS, NO BOOKS — TH 


CLASSROOM PAPER TO WRITE ON. 


oe 


a therapist. ‘The children 
are growing into zombies, 
they’re so bored. They may 
not realise how badly off 
they are, but we — who 
know what they could be 
achieving — consider that 
the children are paying a 
very high price indeed 
while we wait for Italian 
bureaucracy to get round to 
them.’ 


volunteers 


CHARITIES are strongly criticised in a recent 
report for their failure to make use of potential 


volunteers. 


The Volunteer Centre carried out a 


pilot survey of the role of television in stimu- 


lating voluntary action, and found that, although 
such programmes as ‘Reports Action’ and ‘Help’ 
brought a wide response from the public, many 
volunteers were discouraged by their initial 
contact with the organisations concerned. 


A detailed study of the 
Thames programme ‘Help’ 
found that after three 
months only 46 per cent of 
people responding to tele- 
vised appeals had actually 
started work. Of the 
remaining 54 per cent one- 
fifth dropped out. The 
other four-fifths claimed 
that they were still inter- 
ested but had experienced 
unsatisfactory contact with 
the voluntary  organisa- 
tions. One-third said they 
were not contacted at all 
by these organisations. 

Others said they were offered 
work in a totally different field 


Laat: 


told that volunteers’ were not 
needed in the area, 

The report suggests that this 
may be the result of poor co- 
Operation between television 
producers and the organisations 
featured in the programmes. Vit 
urges more consultation at an 
earlier stage on the way topics 
are presented. _—‘ Television | 
reaches a much wider audience 


eran ease 


MEMBERS of Saltburn Ladies’ 
Circle, Middlesbrough, have 
raised £250 with a Christmas 
The money has been 
donated to ‘Cleveland Spastics 
Society. » 


from that requested or were | 


—— 


JANUARY 1976 _ 


ERE’S NOT EVEN ANY 


a 


‘Forgo tten 
children’ 


Cont from Page I 


that of able-bodied children. It 
is the feeling that . someone 
belongs specially to them that ~ 
is lacking, however good the 


care.” 
Finding foster parents for 
Meldreth children is again 


difficult because they require — 
such a lot of attention and can- 
not be left alone for even brief 
periods. “We have to be very 
careful about foster parents 
because sometimes they find 
they cannot cope and the child 
has to be moved during the — 
holiday... Of course,, two — 
changes can have a profoundly 
disturbing effect on a handi= 
capped child,’ he said. a 

At Ingfield Manor School in — 


Five | Oaks, Billingshurst, 
Sussex, there is one happy 
footnote. Ten-year-old Jona- — 


than, who is in care, and is — 
deaf and handicapped, went 
‘home’ for Christmas. 
Said the Headmistress, Mrs 
Rosemary Siddles: ‘We were 
successful in finding a wonder- _ 
ful foster mother for Jonathan. — 
He has formed a very good 
relationship with her and her — 
three children. He'went toa 
real home for the first time this. 
Christmas, where he was 
wanted, welcomed and loved 
as part of a real family.’ 
Although The Spastics — 
Society runs four family help — 
units which offer short term — 
care for handicapped children, | — 
these are closed for staff — 
reasons at Christmas. A holi- © 
day hotel for handicapped — 
children, Colwail Court, in — 
Bexhill, Sussex, run by the © 
Stars Organisation for Spastics, — = j 
is usually heavily over-sub- 
scribed for I en 


, 


than the ‘middle-aged, middle-_ 
class housewife’ traditionally — 
associated with voluntary work — 
and therefore, says the report, 2 
charities may need to examine — 
new ways of utilising offers of 
help from all sections- of the | 
community. 


‘The role of television in- 
stimulating voluntary action: a 
pilot study’ is available! from — 
the Volunteer Centre, 29 Lower — 
King’s Road, Berkhamsted. 
HP4 2AB, Herts. Price 60p 
plus 12p postage and packing. — 


> 


No wonder © 
committee 
was ‘staggered’ 


IN just 12 months, £16,326 was” 
raised locally in aid of Wakes’ 
Hall residential ‘centre’ | in ~ 
Essex, run by the Stars Organic 
sation for Spastics, it) wa 
reported at the annual meéfin e 3 
of the Friends of ‘Wakes Hall — 
by actress Muriel Pavlow, who — 
said that the’ management com-_ 
mittee had been — "Beahentlig 
staggered” by the amount. 


A letter, signed by 20 lead- 
ing. members of the SOS, ‘has — 
been sent to the Friends,, 
thanking them for their sup-_ 
port. The money has helped 
fo pay for much-needed 
extensions at the centre, 


